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A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER
SUPERYACHT TIMES had a very good 2018, an even
better 2019 and 2020 was on target to be an amazing
year. Revenue was up, we hired three new people and
we acquired YachtEye. But, before we knew it, as the
corona crisis came to Europe, the whole company
was working from home and sales slowed down and
almost came to a halt. With lockdown underway, I
quickly realised two things.
First of all, I needed to adapt to my new working
situation, which is a bit more distracting than an
office setting with an eight-month-old son at home.
With my wife also working full time and running a
company it can be challenging at times, but we take it
in turns to look after Boris and it is fantastic to be at
home as he grows up so quickly.
Secondly, the team has been exceptionally good at
adapting to the demands of remote work and I would
say that the company is running more smoothly than
ever before. Everyone is giving more than 100% and
doing whatever it takes to keep the business going
(and growing!). Our clients have also been great as
they know how important it is to be visible in this
current climate, especially since most of the yacht
shows have been cancelled.
As a company, we have also realised that this crisis
offers a unique opportunity to build on and improve
the business, whether that is through reviewing
our strategies, working on our team, updating our
processes or developing new products. While most
work so far has been focussed on the internal aspects
of the company, we have also launched a few new
solutions to the market in record time - and there
is more to come! Read about some of our new
innovations, including our popular SYT webinar
series, in the business news section (p.8).
I am very pleased to present this May/June
issue of The SuperYacht Times newspaper, as our first
issue to be put together completely remotely with
the cooperation of our fantastic contributors and
advertisers.
Although the future may look uncertain, I
know that we will be able to get through this period
together. Now is the ideal time to review how we are
doing things in the superyacht industry and to make
sure that we change things for the good, and for the
future of this fantastic market.
It is going to be tough, but people will always want
to go yachting and I know that as an industry, we can
take on whatever lies ahead.

tom van oossanen/ abeking

abeking

& rasmussen

68m Superyacht
Soaring Delivered
GERMAN SHIPYARD Abeking &
Rasmussen successfully handed over
the 68.2-metre Soaring to her owner at
the beginning of April during an official
ceremony held at the yard.
Despite having been in an advanced
stage of construction when lockdown
measures were implemented across
Europe, the project was still affected

by the COVID-19 outbreak, as the yard
explains. “Whilst flexibility is one of
the yard's key corporate values, the
unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic
has called everyone at Abeking &
Rasmussen to adapt and adjust their
proven paths with much more versatility
than ever before. Under these special
circumstances, final acceptances, as well

& rasmussen

as various closing meetings of internal
and external experts, had to be conducted
via alternative means to the greatest
possible extent.”
The yard implemented a two-shift
working system to reduce contact
between workers and is currently
maintaining the facility to a high hygiene
standard. Project manager Andy Tree of
Superyacht Technical Services oversaw
the delivery process.
Launched in January at the Abeking
& Rasmussen yard in Lemwerder,
Soaring measures 1,500 GT and was
built to a design by Focus Yacht Design.
Inside, the yacht’s contemporary interiors
feature accommodation for up to 12
guests in six staterooms: a master suite
on the upper deck aft and five additional
staterooms located on the main deck. The
owner’s deck is also home to a library and
a private aft deck with lounging areas.
An elegant wellness centre connects
with the beach club at the stern of the
yacht and leads out onto the generous
swim platform. From here, guests will be
able to access the water toys and tenders
and be assisted by a crew of up to 17.
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Sixth Amels Limited Edition 242
Hull Launched in Romania
THE HULL of the sixth unit in the Amels Limited Edition 242 range was
launched at the Damen facility in Romania at the beginning of April. Now ready
for outfitting, the 74-metre Amels 242 is set to be delivered during the autumn
of 2021 and sports an exterior design by Tim Heywood.
The 1,790 GT superyacht features a 240 square-metre owner’s deck
complete with a 6.5-metre infinity pool, full-beam wellness centre and folding
beach platform. Up to 12 guests will be accommodated on board across two
main-deck VIP suites and three lower-deck suites, all of which will be styled to
the custom design of the owner. Once completed, the new superyacht will be
able to reach a top speed of 16.5 knots and a cruising speed of 15 knots, with a
range at cruising speed of 5,000 nautical miles.

superyachttimes.com

AHEAD OF her 2021 delivery date, the
aluminium hull of the 36-metre shadow
yacht was turned at Alia Yachts in April.
Once completed, the yacht will support
project Phi which is currently in build at
Royal Huisman.
Both the shadow vessel and the
mothership have exterior styling by
Cor D. Rover and naval architecture
by Van Oossanen. The 199 GT shadow
superyacht will sport a 157-square-metre
cargo deck, a 45-square-metre lazarette
and separate workshop area to serve the
mothership with extra fuel, transport
tenders, toys and a small car. She will
also feature a large laundry area, as well
as additional crew accommodation.
Dutch designer Cor D. Rover
explains: “Although she’s basically
a workhorse with lots of storage for
tenders and toys and a big 11.5-metre
crane reaching 15,500kg capacity, the
exterior lines and details have been
styled to resemble the mothership. So
there is a distinct family resemblance,
but as a shadow vessel her prime
function is to support the bigger yacht.”
To ensure she will have the autonomy
and performance to travel ahead of the
mothership, the new shadow yacht will
be powered by twin CAT C-32 main
engines to reach a top speed of 21 knots
and a range of 4,200nm when cruising at
12 knots.
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45m Hakvoort Motor
Yacht Adur Takes Shape
THE 45-METRE Hakvoort motor
yacht Adur currently under
construction in the Netherlands
is taking shape ahead of her
launch next year, with the
project’s hull section coming
into view for the first time in
mid-April in Franeker, Friesland.
Next, the hull will be transported
to the Hakvoort facility in
Monnickendam where it will be
joined to the superstructure and
where the all-aluminium project
will be completed.
Sold by Ocean Independence
in late 2018, construction on the
45-metre yacht Adur commenced
in December of that year. She
sports a clean and sporty exterior
by Omega Architects and
benefits from naval architecture
by Van Oossanen. The custom
project was commissioned by an
experienced and involved owner
and accommodates a total of
eight guests in four cabins.
The interior, also by Omega
Architects, will feature floor to
ceiling wrap-around windows on
both aft decks - a request from
the owner - in order to offer
panoramic views from the main
deck saloon and plenty of natural
light. The lower deck will house a
gym and a submarine to explore
the ocean depths will be stored in
the bow.

bilign yachts

tom van oossanen

80m Bilgin Motor
Yacht Tatiana
Begins Sea Trials

First Majesty
120 Superyacht
Commences Sea Trials

AS BILGIN YACHTS draws ever closer to delivering its flagship
80-metre motor yacht Tatiana, the yard and its project team were busy
in mid-April conducting sea trials in the waters of Istanbul with the
new vessel. Code-named NB75, Tatiana was launched in February and
is expected to be delivered to her owner this summer.
The project is one of three 80-metre Bilgin 263 superyachts
currently being built by the Turkish yard, with the remaining two
units expected in 2021 and 2022 respectively.
Designed by Unique Yacht Design, Tatiana is built in
accordance with the latest IMO Tier III standards and comes
fitted with a special exhaust system that provides “100% clean air

emissions” according to her builder. During her recent sea trials, the
vessel achieved a top speed of 19 knots and cruises at 12 knots with
a consumption of 250 l/h.
The interior design of the project is by long-time Bilgin
design partner H2 Yacht Design from the UK who created
“glamorous living areas” around the vessel and a highly-detailed
design. “Tatiana has a contemporary layout with generous living
rooms as well as a huge spa and beach club in the aft which are
considered highlights of her design,” explains Jonny Horsfield.
“We tried to bring a crisp and contemporary feel by using a rich
palette of colours.”

Golden Yachts Launches 95m Flagship Motor Yacht O’Pari

golden yachts

GREEK SUPERYACHT builder Golden Yachts launched its 95-metre flagship motor
yacht O’Pari in Athens in late March. As the latest addition to the Golden Yachts fleet,
O’Pari takes over from the 2018-launched, 85-metre O’Ptasia as the largest vessel ever
built by the shipyard.
Commissioned by an experienced yachtsman, O’Pari is the design work of Studio Vafiadis
who styled the vessel with an elegant exterior that is reminiscent of previous projects which
the shipyard has worked on with the Italian design studio.
The design of O’Pari’s vast 2,700 GT interior also comes from Vafiadis’s drawing boards,
who created a layout with all guest accommodation located on the main deck and a grand
forward-facing owner’s suite on the upper deck. A crew of 28 will operate the vessel which can
reach a top speed of 18 knots and is scheduled to be delivered to her owner later this year.

superyachttimes.com

gulf craft

THE UAE-BASED shipyard Gulf Craft
announced in early April that its flagship
superyacht, the 37-metre motor yacht
Majesty 120 had started sea trials ahead of
her expected delivery at the end of April.
With the model first being showcased
at last year's Monaco Yacht Show, the
all-GRP vessel’s in-house exterior profile
features angular lines and contemporary
styling and took inspiration from the
shipyard’s previous model, the slightly
larger 43.3-metre Majesty 140.
Although the vessel was unable to
make her planned appearance at the Dubai
International Boat Show in March - as
a result of the show being postponed to
November due to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic - the shipyard commented that
they are currently in "discussion with
multiple interested parties" about the yacht.
Interior design for the 290 GT
Majesty 120 is by the Italian studio
Cristiano Gatto Design, who previously
collaborated with the UAE-based shipyard
on the design of the Majesty 175 and the
interiors of the Majesty 140. The design
brief was for a minimalistic style to
suit international tastes and to create a
modern and contemporary feel. On board
accommodation is for up to 10 guests
across five generous staterooms in an
asymmetric layout who are looked after by
up to seven crew.

4 History
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Proteksan &
Turquoise Yachts:
An Origin Story
SuperYacht Times’ in-house yacht
historian Malcolm Wood takes a look
at the predecessors of one of today’s
leading Turkish superyacht builders,
Turquoise Yachts.

Texas, 2015

T

he company’s success today has its roots in two
companies involved in yacht building: Proteksan
Yachts Inc., based in Tuzla, Istanbul and Turquoise
Yacht Construction, also based in Istanbul. Proteksan was the
shortened version of the company’s full name – Profilo Teknik
Sanayi A.S.
These two companies joined forces in 1994 to establish
Proteksan-Turquoise Yachts and focused on the construction
of large motor yachts to a high standard. In 2014, MB Holding,
which was founded in 1982 by Omani businessman Mohammed
Al Barwani, became the majority shareholder and the company
was renamed Turquoise Yachts, with the head office and
shipyard based at Pendik, Istanbul.
Turning now to Proteksan Yachts, the company commenced
building large (for the time) motor yachts in the mid-1970s. In
those days, most Turkish-built yachts were wooden gulets built
for the charter market in Turkey and Greece.
Proteksan was the first Turkish yard to build in steel, with its
first yacht delivered in 1977 following fitting out by Picchiotti
at Viareggio. This yacht, the 32-metre Motivator, was sold to a
Middle Eastern owner and renamed Dina A.
In 1987, the yacht was sold to a costume jewellery
manufacturer and was based in Bangkok until 1992. The yacht,
now named Nomad, has been home-ported in Tunisia in recent
years after her sale by auction in 1998.
The next yacht completed by Proteksan in 1977 was the
24-metre Kerim which was also designed by Paolo Caliari
and would later become Boggy C and be painted in battleship
grey. The later history of this vessel is unknown at present.
Also completed in the same year was the 28.5-metre Milasan,
designed by Paolo Caliari and also fitted out in Italy. The yacht
was sold to a Middle Eastern buyer following its completion.
1983 saw the completion of the 24.4-metre Alize followed a
year later by the 41-metre Texas, the largest yacht built so far by
the shipyard. This yacht would later be extended to 44.6 metres
by Sensation Yachts in Auckland, New Zealand.
Designed by Ugo Costaguta and Alberto Mercati with an
interior by Arthur M. Barbieto, Texas spent a few years under
the ownership of the Sultan of Selangor, Malaysia as Permaisuri
before being acquired by an Australian owner and reverting to
her original name.
At around the same time, Proteksan completed the
43.6-metre Galaxy Star for Rene Herzog, the Swiss
entrepreneur whose Zurich-based company, Alucraft, had been
instrumental in the promotion and building of both this yacht
and the aforementioned Texas. Galaxy Star was equipped with
a stern garage that would initially house a Rolls-Royce when in
Europe and a Chrysler when stateside.
Another, slightly smaller yacht which was completed in
1986 to a similar design (but without the stern garage) was the
38.1-metre Big Change. The last one completed by Proteksan in
the 1980s was the first Vals, a 23.8-metre motoryacht designed
by Necdet Saldur.
In the 1990s, Proteksan launched the 33.0-metre Tarabia
in 1991 followed by a small series known as the Proteksan 88
model. This sleek design was penned by Vincenzo Ruggiero with
interiors by Jean-Guy Verges.
Three vessels were completed in 1993 and 1994, namely
Saga, Vals II and Dervis III which would be the last yachts to be
built under the Proteksan brand name prior to the tie-up with
Turquoise in 1997.

tracy evans

Dervis III, 1994

Dina A, 1977

malcolm wood yachting archive(2)
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Learn it, Earn
it and Burn it
Life lessons from the chief of Echo Yachts
BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS

“I

f I want to do something I'll spend
time and energy on it, which I like
to call ‘learn it, earn it and burn
it!’ Learn what the tricks are and earn the
knowledge, then keep doing it until you can
burn it!” In between racking up over 3,500
skydives, becoming a pro-photographer, video
creator, keen adventurer, avid seaman and
boss of a leading Australian shipyard, Mark
Stothard still manages to dedicate time and
money into pushing the boundaries of green
technology. He is the kind of guy who makes
the world a better place.
Now with a fresh potential new-build
project in the pipeline, a few impressive
trimaran concepts floating around the media
and the ambition to become the industry's
leading eco-superyacht builder, his passion
for life and positive work ethos is clearly
working. His determination to make things
happen has stemmed from his 40 years in the
industry. Having started out as a qualified
aircraft engineer to being on the frontline
of the aluminium shipbuilding boom in
Australia, Stothard went on to establish
Image Boat Builders (now part of the Austal
group) and ended up avalanching towards
an eco-technology breakthrough under the
Echo Yachts brand. It is no wonder the owner

of White Rabbit personally contacted him to
assist with the build of his all-new 84-metre
eco-superyacht icon.
Just on his way out to buy a Tesla - “If I
can make a difference I will” - Mark relives
the process of how White Rabbit came to be.
“Myself and my team had earnt the respect of
the owner some years ago after building him
a smaller catamaran. He knew aluminium
shipbuilding started in Western Australia and
my team at Image Boat Builders - who were
building about 30 aluminium cray boats a
year up to 60ft - were pivotal in the growth
of that industry which ultimately filtered out
into the world. The opportunity came to build
something bigger right after I got an email
from the client asking if I could help him build
an 84-metre trimaran superyacht. I said, ‘Yes,
of course I can’, and away we went!
I knew this fellow was of serious integrity
and was someone that I could really trust.
Only three months into the project, the client
sat us down and said, ‘I want to challenge
you with engineering boldness. The only
things that are very important to me are
smoothness, quietness and efficiency, so
push the envelope and do what you can to
achieve those goals!’ And so, we ended up
with a super-efficient and stable One2Three

trimaran hull, Stadt electric motors, Rolls
Royce variable pitch propulsion system with a
Konsberg power management system.”
The hard work paid off and the satisfaction
came when White Rabbit was lowered into
the water for the first time on 1 September
2018 and sat 100% perfect on the waterline.
“Exactly how it was designed to be. We even
achieved her top predicted speed bang on at
18.7 knots. It was the most perfect boat I have
ever been involved with.” But even so, was it
always Stothard’s intention to move in this
direction and take the upper hand in building
such efficient superyachts? “No, not really. I
started dedicating time to eco-building after
I had attended a seminar and the discussion
was about ways to reduce emissions by
10%, and I’m thinking, ‘Hang on guys, you
haven't even started. Our hulls are already
40% more power efficient than most!’” By
revelling in the new opportunity, Stothard
formulated the plan to further improve the
already industry-leading trimaran platform
by leveraging off its 40% gains in power

superyachttimes.com

“Rest assured, in the
coming year or two,
we will have a solution
that will mean our
propulsion systems
will have us well ahead
of the game."
and fuel efficiency and looking at other
technology to augment it with to further
improve the house load fuel burn.
“The more we delve into renewable
solutions, the more options we find and
momentum we gain. There are some amazing
solutions coming together, and it'll just keep
getting better and better! Five years ago there
wasn't nearly as much traction as there is now

The SuperYacht Times May/June
in this sector because all anyone saw was the
expense - but if we keep pushing, the expenses
fade away. I believe that if you go about
anything in a half-assed manner you're not
going to get there.”
His plan was soon put into action together
with a workforce he is “truly proud of ”
who continue to pour their knowledge and
experience into everything Echo Yachts do.
Stothard is making waves with his confidence
and solutions for the future superyacht fleet.
“It’s not overwhelming, it's empowering! At
the moment I am backing this plan myself the
best I can. I haven’t had much assistance from
government institutions over the years so I do
things myself. I’ve got a research team working
when time permits so we’re having a good
crack at this!”
What exactly is the proactive Stothard
and his team working on? "There are a few
projects, but it is too early to tell you in detail
- but rest assured, in the coming year or two,
we will have a solution that will mean our
propulsion systems will have us well ahead
of the game. We will have done away with
gen-sets and leverage on the hydrodynamic
efficiency or ‘slipperiness’ of our hulls.”
With these innovations plus the world’s
first tri-hull diesel-electric propulsion system
layout being unique to Echo Yachts, Stothard
goes on to explain why his career now called
for him to step up and develop more for the
industry. “When we were trying to compete
against the big boys in town with their
traditional monohulls, we were struggling to
make inroads into that market. People would
ask us, ‘Why do I need to go to Australia to
get that product? I can get it in Europe’. Well,
for one - the cost of White Rabbit would have
been 30% more if she were built in Europe.
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all images courtesy of mark stothard/echo yachts

And that is if the client could have actually
found any other superyacht builder to take
on the risk of building this new hull type at
the required scale. Cost is not an issue here at
Echo Yachts, as we are very efficient workers
and provide buyers a lot of bang for their buck
as far as cost per GT is concerned. Added
to this, the Australian dollar has dropped a
further 20% in recent times making a newbuild with us in Australia extremely appealing
in anyone’s book. This, together with our large
points of difference offer a very compelling
option to new vessel buyers.”
One of the more successful tactics to capitalise
on the White Rabbit platform was presented
during the last Monaco Yacht Show in the
form of a new range of active-foiling Trimaran

Sports Yachts designed with One2Three Naval
Architects, which Stothard can't go without
giving a well-deserved mention to. “These
platforms are going to lead the way in the
future. We have already set new records for
a vessel of that size doing the same top speed
and range as a heavy displacement steel hull
- with nearly half the amount of installed
kilowatts on board. Life is a journey and along
the way you get taken down different forks in
the road – it seems that one of those will see us
fine-tune this model for super eco-friendly and
efficient yachting. It gets back to our point of
difference at Echo Yachts - we will continue to
lead with innovative projects. I think it shows
people that we are thinking outside the box
and it will be our business model for our new-

Advertisement
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builds moving forward.”
Despite this platform being the one he
would build for himself given the chance, not
everyone shares the same view as only a small
percentage of the world’s fleet are multihulls.
“I think there's a resistance for people to
consider a trimaran hull form. This might
be because catamarans can have a certain
motion underway, especially at slow speed in a
certain sea type and people may be mistaking
this catamaran characteristic with that of
a trimaran. I appreciate that there are not
many owners who can afford our 105-metre
trimaran superyacht concept we designed
with Sorgiovanni Design and One2three Naval
Architects. But we are well and truly ready
for it, as the interesting thing with the boat is
that we can use the same drivetrain as White
Rabbit for it, with only 5,000 kilowatts that
can reach up to 17 knots with transatlantic
range… show me an equivalent volume
monohull that can do that!”
At the ready is a workforce of 100, ("Or 300
at our peak"), who share and support the Echo
Yachts ethos. “We have fun down here - it’s a
great team. When I was walking around White
Rabbit every day for four years - which I love
to do for the client using my photography
skills - I often had staff pulling me aside saying,
‘Mate, don't stop doing this! I love working in
this company!’” Perhaps a gesture not many
employers get to enjoy and it’s certainly more
impressive considering Echo Yachts has become
Australia’s largest custom superyacht builder,
with seven notable industry awards to date.
Now, after hearing him share his refreshing
work ethic, undeniable love of life and
extravagant choice of hobbies, if you aren’t
already, who isn’t a new-found follower of
Mark Stothard?!
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SuperYacht Times’
Free Webinar Series
a Success

Baglietto and CCN to
Regroup Under One Brand

I

superyachts between 30-70 metres in steel, aluminium and
composite. The former CCN yard in Carrara will build the new
hulls, while outfitting and finishing, as well as maintenance and
refit works, will be carried out in La Spezia. Between them, the
two facilities will employ around 80 permanent staff and up to
500 local subcontractors. In order to relaunch the Bertram brand
- which is renowned for its sport fishermen boats - a new Bertram
Europe division will be created. The hulls will be built in Florida
and will be fitted out in Italy to reduce duties on importing the
finished product from the US.

tom van oossanen

/ amels damen

n mid-March, the Gavio Group announced plans to merge
its Italian shipyards - Baglietto, Cerri Cantieri Navali (CCN)
and Bertram in the US - under the sole Baglietto brand.
Baglietto has confirmed the merger, which should take place before
the end of the year, but has declined to make any further comments
at this stage. The move is designed to improve the synergy between
the CCN facility in Carrara and the Baglietto headquarters in La
Spezia and seeks to consolidate the brand’s identity.
Once the merger materialises, the ‘new’ Baglietto brand
will have two production facilities, which will focus on building

IN A BID to keep the superyacht industry
informed and connected during the COVID-19
pandemic, yachting expert Hein Velema
approached SuperYacht Times with the idea of
hosting a series of free online seminars, the first
of which took place in March.
The interactive sessions, which last about
45 minutes, analyse the current situation and
address some of the prevalent questions about
how the superyacht industry will be affected by
the ongoing crisis. To provide a more in-depth
discussion on the different topics, three to
four key industry players are invited to each
session to share their insights. Having started
with a discussion on ‘The State of the Market’
in late March, the webinars have proved to
be extremely popular, with over 500 people
regularly tuning in to each session.
Following the success of the first webinar,
the second episode was centred on the topic
of ‘Green Yachts’ and eco-friendly industry
strategies, followed by a webinar on the charter
market and its future outlook, as well as
discussions on the brokerage market, marketing
strategies during these uncertain times, top tips
from industry CEOs, the new build sector, and
on the motivation for innovation with some of
the most renowned superyacht designers.

Damen Shipyards
Group Creates
New Damen
Yachting Division

New Antonini Navi
Brand Launched by
Gruppo Antonini

THE DAMEN SHIPYARDS Group
unveiled its new yachting division
at the end of April. Under the
leadership of Rose Damen, Damen
Yachting will oversee all of the
yacht ranges associated with both
Amels and Damen, including the
Limited Editions, SeaXplorers
and Yacht Support ranges, as
well as the Full Custom yachts
and refit services. The division’s
head office will operate out of the
Vlissingen City yard, with other
locations found at Vlissingen East,
Gdynia and project sites located in
Antalya, Galati and an additional
35 Damen shipyards worldwide.

IN APRIL, Gruppo Antonini shipyards
announced the inception of a new brand:
Antonini Navi. Launched in collaboration
with Aldo Manna, the new brand aims to
expand the range of marine services offered
by the Antonini Group under one umbrella.
The Antonini family plans on investing over
10 million euros into the new brand, which
will focus on four main areas going forward:
the construction of custom yachts up to 70
metres, refit services, superyacht berthing
and building for third-parties as well as the
development of its own range of yachts. The
first custom line to be built by the brand
will be the Crossover range of 30-50-metre
yachts, the first unit of which will be a
40-metre yacht.

SuperYacht
Times to
Release Exclusive
‘Market Insights’
for iQ Users

antonini navi

SuperYacht Times Unveils Largest
Online Superyacht Tender Database
SUPERYACHT TIMES launched the world's largest online superyacht tender database in early April,
with details of over 275 tenders easily accessible online for all SYT website users. The new superyacht
tender database serves two purposes. Firstly, to make life easier for those looking for information
about tenders - whether they are yacht owners, potential buyers, captains, owner’s representatives,
designers, brokers or shipyards - and secondly, to generate business for the tender builders.
Merijn de Waard, founder and director of SuperYacht Times, comments: “Although the
superyacht industry is obviously facing a slowdown because of the COVID-19 virus, we will continue
to invest in new solutions to make it easier for buyers to find out what they need to know, as well
as supporting our clients by generating leads for them. With the SYT Tender Database, we hope
to show that we are dedicated to innovating and staying ahead of the game, by offering the most
complete picture of today's tender market online."

TO SHED SOME novel insights on the superyacht industry and its growth in recent years, SuperYacht Times announced in May that it will be releasing a
brand-new ‘Market Insight’ website section which will be available exclusively to SuperYacht Times iQ users.
SuperYacht Times iQ is an intelligence platform designed for yacht owners and business professionals, developed to help them make better-informed
decisions for growing and developing their businesses. The new ‘Market Insight’ section of the SuperYacht Times website will feature a collection of articles
exploring a diverse range of relevant topics, including the new-build sector, sales, refit, ownership and more. In addition, the section will also include
informed opinion pieces from SYT’s editorial and intelligence team, as well as additional reports on casualties, fleet updates, the charter market, business
news, legal cases and much more.
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The Refit Market
in Numbers
The Intelligence Department at
SuperYacht Times monitors activity
at the world’s superyacht refit
yards on a daily basis. Over 2019,
SuperYacht Times logged over 1,100
refit yard visits by yachts over 30
metres. Here, Head of Intelligence
Ralph Dazert takes a closer look at
SYT’s refit market statistics from
last year.

A

t SuperYacht Times, we first started tracking refits in
2016. Over the years, we have increased our coverage
of the refit industry, initially focusing on yachts over
40 metres, but later increasing our coverage to yachts from
30 metres upwards. In 2019, we felt confident enough to
include our first refit statistics in our market report The State
of Yachting 2019.

WHAT DO WE TRACK?
Firstly, we log all of the refit yard visits that we find and then
classify the visit. If it is a short stay and the yacht remains
alongside rather than out of the water, we will normally
classify that stay as ‘maintenance’ rather than ‘refit’. Similarly,
we would also regard a short drydocking as ‘maintenance’.
If a yacht stays at the yard for a longer period and there is
evidence of modifications, large-scale maintenance work (a
paint job perhaps) and/or the yacht is out of the water for a
long time, we will regard the yard visit as a ‘refit’. If a yacht
is very heavily modified during its refit period, we regard it
as a ‘rebuild’, but the latter represents a minority amongst all
refit yard visits. Thankfully, these days, refit yards are sharing
more and more information about their activities, which also
helps to increase the quality of our coverage.

THE STATISTICS
Looking at the past three years (2017-2019) of refit yard visits
by yachts over 40 metres, we registered a total of 1,861 visits by
1,108 yachts, an average of around 620 visits per year. However,
the number of visits we are recording is rising each year, partly
due to a growing market and partly because we are getting
better at tracking refits. As an example, we recorded a total of
497 visits in 2017 and a total of 735 visits in 2019.
The refit business is indeed growing, which is
understandable as the world superyacht fleet continues to
grow year on year. This growth is evidenced by the heavy
investments many refit companies have made in recent years.
These investments were not only geared towards upgrading
the existing facilities in order to deal with the increasing
number of very large superyachts but have also included the
opening of brand new yards, like Monaco Marine’s Toulon-La
Seyne facility and Cantiere Rossini in Pesaro. In both cases,

ralph dazert

yachts were already lining up outside the yard waiting to be
serviced even before the yards had opened for business.
In the following graph, we have grouped the refit yard visits
by yachts over 40 metres according to their refit country and
length group.

an attractive price and put it through an extensive refit to suit
their tastes and needs: only time will tell. What is certain is that
SuperYacht Times will continue to monitor the refit industry and
will report back again soon.

THE YARDS

TOP REFIT COUNTRIES BY
NUMBER OF REFIT FACILITIES
INVOLVED IN 2019

With Italy being the most visited country for refit or
maintenance works, it will come as no surprise that the
country also has the highest number of active refit facilities.
During 2019, 38 Italian facilities were involved in refit
activities. The United States follows by quite a distance with
20 active refit facilities. France comes in third with 14 refit
facilities, followed by the Netherlands and Turkey with 12
facilities each. In addition, Spain is also in the double-digit
range with 10 facilities involved.

ITALY

38

UNITED
STATES

20
14

FRANCE

THE FUTURE

TURKEY

12

NETHERLANDS

12

As the world superyacht fleet over 30 metres continues to
grow by around 150 yachts per year and the share of larger
yachts within that fleet also continues to increase, pressure
will remain on the refit industry to accommodate all of these
vessels. The range of work is extensive and can vary from small
maintenance alongside to a full paint job inside a shed, or even
an extensive rebuild with a new beach club at the stern.
At the time of writing, the COVID-19 virus had Europe
firmly in its grip, and its full impact on the superyacht
industry was not yet clear. Nevertheless, superyachts will
continue to need maintenance, and perhaps a temporary
setback in the industry might even prove to be an incentive
for some enterprising owners to buy a used yacht at
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As mentioned during a SuperYacht
Times Webinar, the lack of charter
bookings could have an influence on
the brokerage market, as in usual
circumstances, owners often plan
to offset around 50% of their costs
through charter and so may look to
sell instead. However, an influx of
new yachts for sale may occur when
the market has recovered somewhat.
Many interviewees observed that the
brokerage market will bounce back following
the coronavirus outbreak, and as a result,
will benefit from some unique opportunities
that the industry is already preparing itself
for. One of these could be potential mergers
or acquisitions between large and small
brokerage companies and there could also be a
general consolidation in the market.

Burgess CEO, Jonathan Beckett,
predicts that following the
COVID-19 pandemic, there will
be a new market. “The market
will recover over time but it won't
recover overnight.”
The approximate number of yachts completed
over 30 metres per year is between 150 and 160.
For 2020, there are over 200 yachts due to be
completed, however, around 20 to 30 percent of
these builds tend to be delayed to the following
year due to various factors such as changing
client demands or speculation projects being
offered with a possible completion date, but only
if she is sold. For the year of 2020, SuperYacht
Times iQ has forecasted that approximately 150
new yachts over 30 metres will be completed.

Market 11

Questioning
the Market

In these uncertain times for the industry, all eyes have
been focused on the fluctuations and developments
occurring in the superyacht market. SuperYacht Times
spoke to a cross-section of the industry who shared their
insights into the performance of the market. Here are
some key take-away points from these discussions.
BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS
Fraser is “busy trying to protect and
renegotiate bookings,” says Raphael Sauleau,
the company’s CEO. Similarly to many other
brokers and companies around the world,
Fraser is experiencing many contract and
booking enquiries, but interestingly, it has also
noted a spike in internet traffic, which suggests
that buyers and sellers are investigating and
preparing for future opportunities.

almost completed, however, the buyer put the
deal on hold then reduced the buying price due
to uncertainties in the stock market following
the COVID-19 outbreak. The deal was also
unable to be completed as the superyacht was
unable to leave the port.

Rose Damen, Amels and Damen
Yachting’s Managing Director, says
she feels confident that clients will
“navigate the situation in the best
possible way.”

Barbara Dawson, Senior Charter
Broker at Camper & Nicholsons
champions the industry’s new
opportunity to concentrate on
negotiations. “It's our duty. We need
to do our due diligence here and as
brokers, it is important to look at
both sides of the scenario,” she says.

The smaller brokerage firm Cecil-Wright &
Partners had three yachts under contract with
the deposits paid in February, all of which are
now in the process of either failing or going
into force majeure. The first 62-metre deal was

James Graham-Cloete, Charter Fleet Manager
at Thompson Westwood & White Yachts
comments that: “We were about 50% up on
bookings by the end of February for the 2020
season and 50% up as a company compared

superyachttimes.com

charl van rooy

to the year before. But now in light of the
corona crisis, we are down by approximately
95%.” In the meantime, TWW are working
on stepping up their virtual tours and
remote evaluations. Also leveraging on
new opportunities in the market is Vasco
Buonpensiere, Cantiere delle Marche’s Coowner and Sales and Marketing Director,
who explains an interesting recent case.
“We have one new South American client
who came to us a few weeks ago. Normally,
I would have jumped on the plane and met
the client, so it has been interesting to work
differently. At this moment in time, it may
be very difficult to bring a new client to the
point of buying, especially from a distance.
But nothing is impossible!”

A positive note from the
Sales Director of Lürssen,
Michael Breman, was that “when
the corona crisis is over, we
should all be ready. People are
going to want to go boating and
spend time with their families.
All the boats we build are for
families which is what we like
to enhance about this industry,
and happy owners are the best
ambassadors.”
Yachting will survive, according to
Edmiston’s Chief Executive, Jamie
Edmiston, who is also looking into adapting
the business in order to offset some of the
loss in charter via sales transactions: “A
yacht is a highly discretionary purchase and
so owners may sell and come back into the
market again in a couple of years.”
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Reale Yachts:
The Real Thing
Starting up a new shipyard in a busy
market requires expertise, experience
and, above all, a competitive product.
Reale Yachts in Pisa has all three.
BY JUSTIN RATCLIFFE

N

ico Laude, the charismatic yachting consultant
behind Reale Yachts, has lived and breathed boats
for the last 30 years. Having worked on the sales
teams of some of Italy’s leading yacht brands, he co-founded the
WHYKO and Phi Yachts brokerage firms. But it was only after
he set up Phi Lab, a refit and storage facility in Pisa, that the
idea of building new began to take hold.

“The whole idea of opening a new-build shipyard started by
accident,” says the CEO of Reale Yachts. “Tommaso Bini, the son
of Guido Bini whose family owned Cantieri di Pisa, was working
with me at the refit yard and we had long discussions about the
market and the boats we’d like to build. These chats led to an
idea and a long process that took nearly three years before it was
put into practice.”
One of the first steps was to engage the designer Marco
Casali to flesh out concepts for a series of compact yet rugged
explorer yachts and supply vessels. Hydrodynamics specialist
Francesco Rogantin was taken on to optimise the naval
architecture and engineering. Veteran boatbuilder Guido Bini
came out of retirement to join the nascent team and he was
joined by Simone Marconcini, formerly with Nautor and Logica
Yachts. Backed by these experienced and expert managers,

superyachttimes.com

Laude signed up a knowledgeable owner in the market for
an expedition yacht “without borders” for the first 32-metre
Pacifico explorer before the brand had even been formally
established. The keel was laid in July last year with delivery
scheduled for spring 2021.
“Nico was very clear from the start what he wanted to
create: a long-range, seaworthy vessel with purposeful lines
based on solid construction and engineering,” says Casali.
It is no coincidence that in Italian reale has two meanings:
‘royal’ and ‘real’, and the shipyard’s name reflects its mission
to build yachts “the old-fashioned way” with quality as the
starting point.
“The important thing is not to cut corners to save money
but to build the best product we can,” says veteran boatbuilder
Guido Bini who grew up at his family’s famous shipyard. “I
remember my father always said that all boats look beautiful
when they’re finished, but you have to look behind the scenes
and understand how they’ve been built to understand whether
the quality is there or not.”
To prove the point, Laude reels off the specifications of
the steel and aluminium Pacifico 32 in build: the twin MAN
medium-duty 880hp engines and two generators of 80kW each;
the cruising range of 5,000 nautical miles at nine knots; the
oversized 220kg anchors; the refrigerated garbage store under
the foredeck seating; the deck room for a 6.20-metre tender, jet
skis or even a mini sub. And the list goes on:
“How many 32-metre yachts of just over 300GT have an
air-conditioned control room in the engine room and interior
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ceiling heights of up to 2.17 metres?” asks Laude. “Just the
other day we decided to build the frames for the hull portholes
out of stainless steel and even the hard top on the sundeck is
insulated against sound and vibration. While most shipyards
are compressing their standard specifications, we’ve chosen to
upgrade ours.”
The expert owner’s business background is in shipping and
the technical design by Francesco Rogantin, from the rugged
hull to the piping and cable routing, reflects his desire for an
explorer yacht conceived and built along ship-like principles.
“Using CFD analysis we came up with a beamy hull shape
that has low resistance and optimal stability,” says the naval
architect. “The owner wanted an ice-reinforced hull built
in high-tensile AH36 steel to strict Bureau Veritas rules for
unrestricted navigation. This required adding weight to the
structure, but we were able to meet all the stability criteria
without having to add ballast tanks.”
At the time of my visit to the new shipyard in Pisa’s yachtbuilding district, the final transom block had yet to be welded
into place, but even missing the last few metres the hull
looked much more imposing than its overall length suggests.
Standing atop the plumb bow two stories above the ground
felt more like being on a 50-metre vessel. Climbing down
into the forepeak locker revealed the web of stringers, beams
and stiffeners that reinforce the thick steel plating designed
to brush aside brash ice. Laude initially recommended a
commercial paint finish, but the owner has opted for a fullyfaired hull.
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“The idea behind Reale
Yachts is to bring back more
choice and custom quality to a
segment of the market that is
dominated by limited options
and standard solutions.”
The custom layout responds to the owner’s needs
and provides for a master stateroom on the upper deck
with its own private aft deck, a VIP suite with private office
and two large guest cabins amidships on the lower deck.
There is accommodation for six crew on the lower deck
and – unusually for a yacht of this size – a captain’s cabin
behind the wheelhouse. The interior design, also by Marco
Casali, will be in a contemporary classic style requested by
the owner.
The transom beach club is equipped with a lounging area,
sauna, day head and dive room. As the tenders and toys are
stowed on the open aft deck, the main saloon and dining area
have sliding glass doors that open along the sides instead of
the standard aft doors. The high-spec galley on the main deck
has a large adjoining pantry.

justin ratcliffe(2)

CLOCKWISE FROM MAIN IMAGE:
Nico Laude (right) and Guido Bini
of Reale Yachts in front of the first
Pacifico 32 in build; the two men
inside the aluminium superstructure;
the Panarea 30 and Ombra 37 models
in the Reale range.
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A defining feature of the design not immediately
apparent from the renders is the absence of exterior
staircases. This was a conscious decision as the yacht may
well be used in northern waters and colder climes. In fact,
access to the sun deck is via an interior staircase inside the
mast structure, which also houses a day head.
Special attention has been paid to reducing noise and
vibration to a minimum. This includes standard procedures
such as elastic-mounted machinery and floating floors
and partitions, but also care in routing toilet, shower and
washbasin discharges. For reasons of noise attenuation at
anchor as well as ease of maintenance, the compartments for
the ABT electric stabilisers are in the engine room and not
the lower deck guest cabins. In fact, contractual noise levels
in the guest cabins are a hushed 47dB in harbour.
With the first Pacifico 32 due to launch in spring
2021, Reale Yachts continues to develop its other models
from 28 to 50 metres, which besides the Pacifico line
include the Panarea, Lanavetta and Ombra ranges. Based
on fixed technical platforms, clients can choose between
steel or aluminium construction, or even one-off designs by
other designers.
“There are owners out there who appreciate the
faster build times of a series product, but they want more
opportunity to customise their yachts,” says Laude. “The idea
behind Reale Yachts is to bring back more choice and custom
quality to a segment of the market that is dominated by
limited options and standard solutions.”
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Refit Report

michael hrizuk
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Since our report on the segment in Issue 27, SuperYacht Times has continued to track the refit sector. Turn the page to
learn more about the 1,108 yachts over 40 metres which made 1,861 visits to refit yards between 2017-2019.

INVESTIGATING REFIT
IN THE USA

Head across the Atlantic to
examine how and why US
yards have been bolstering
up their refit investments.

CASE STUDY:
PALUMBO
SUPERYACHTS REFIT

We discover what it takes to
paint 6,641 square metres’
worth of superyacht.
superyachttimes.com

DESIGNERS
TALK REFIT

Behind the scenes of a
superyacht refit with
designers Tommaso
Spadolini and Luca Dini.
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Refit
Case
Study:

Palumbo Superyachts Refit
paints 6,641 square metres’
worth of superyacht
BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS

A

fter accepting a 92.5-metre
Feadship superyacht into their
Marseille facility on 8 October 2019,
Palumbo Superyachts had not predicted that
the project would be one completed in such
unusual circumstances. Briefed to provide the
superyacht with a complete paint job, Palumbo
Superyachts Marseille were well underway
with the paintwork when on 17 March 2020,
the French government implemented strict
measures throughout the country to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus.
All of the shipyard’s works which were to
be executed in confined spaces and involved
many people in close contact were put on hold.
However, the management team at Palumbo
Superyachts Marseille soon devised a new
plan for operations in respect of the health
and safety rules so that work could continue.
These included any worker without PPE being
removed from the premises, increased daily
cleaning of the yard and various working

shifts during weekends and nighttimes to limit
activities for contractors and workers.
The coronavirus crisis hit at a time
when those working on the 92.5-metre
Feadship were due to open her cocoon
and dismantle the scaffolding after having
completed the majority of the work. Once
in the dry dock, the superyacht was covered
with thermoplastic and necessities such
as extraction, heating and lighting were
installed. Hardware (including steel
fitting, Sika joinings between the teak,
paintwork, steel and glass) were removed in
order for the painting process to commence.
The team painted 1,315 square metres of
the hull below the waterline and 1,341
square metres above the waterline and the
3,985-square-metre superstructure.
With a basketball court painted in the
yard especially for the occasion, the crew
and captain were kept entertained during
the corona lockdown period and remained
on hand to help with the project. When the
coronavirus crisis struck, all that was left
to complete on board the superyacht were
ancillary operations such as completing the
sika joints and reinstalling hardware.
Having only suffered minor delays from
the predicted six-month plan, the 92.5-metre
Feadship will soon be afloat, with a flawless
white, grey and black paint job, ready for
a summer of cruising. During this period,
Palumbo Superyachts Marseille also
performed works on 19 other superyachts,
including a complete repaint of a 63-metre
Feadship and maintenance to a 70.7-metre and
a 71-metre Lürssen, a 75.5-metre Oceanco and
a 77-metre Turquoise, as well as announcing
the re-opening of all of its shipyards in
Naples, Ancona, Malta, Savona and Marseille
following the coronavirus shutdown, with
company-wide protocols in place.

PAINTING A 92.5M SUPERYACHT IN NUMBERS

27,000m3

1,590

(approximately) of tenting volume
1 paint surveyor
assigned by the
owner

20
painters

metres of flooring around the yacht

1 Palumbo
Superyachts surveyor

8

hardware removers

2,500

12+12 temporary
scaffolders and cover
assemblers

6

project logistics
team members

linear metres of caulking
1 subcontractor
paint surveyor

190

tons of scaffolding
equipment delivered
to the site

Scaffolding surface
= 20m wide x 100m
long x 28m high

6

Sika joinery
experts

40

tons of waste

sigrun sauerzapfe(3)
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Lauderdale Marine Center

Examining
A
Superyacht Refit
Investments in
the USA

s the global fleet of superyachts
over 30 metres continues to
increase by around 150 yachts
per year, the growth of the refit sector has
followed in earnest in order to meet the
maintenance demands of these vessels.
In our ‘Refit Issue’ last year, we spoke to
shipyards from all around the world to
discuss their investments in refit facilities.
This year, we’re focusing on one country and
heading across the Atlantic to discover how
shipyards in the States are staying ahead of
the curve with their investments.

BY GEORGIA TINDALE

According to the most recent statistics from
SuperYacht Times iQ, the USA was the world’s
second most visited country for refit works on
yachts over 40 metres (Italy takes the top spot)
and it also boasts the second highest number
of active refit facilities, with 20 facilities in
total. We spoke to some of the key players
involved in these investments to find out their
perspective on the superyacht refit market,
bearing in mind, of course, the challenging
circumstances in which the industry finds itself
due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
For Derecktor Shipyards, which has facilities
in New York, Dania Beach and one under
development in Fort Pierce, Florida, as well
as a marina located in Maine, the decision
to invest in refit facilities was spurred on by
broader economic circumstances, as James
Brewer, Director of Business Development
explains. “In 2011, as the financial recovery in
the USA began in earnest, it became clear to
Derecktor that re-investment in our industry
would be key to both our success and that
of the local marine industry on which we
depend.” Notably too, for both Derecktor and
the Florida-based Lauderdale Marine Center
(LMC), identifying the needs of their target
markets was a key motivator for making these
financial commitments. LMC’s President
Doug West elucidates further: “When LMC
was acquired in 2015 by the Carlyle Group,
we identified our target customer, which
was pleasure crafts from 30 metres to 50
metres. This was the driving force behind our
investments as we knew these upgrades were
integral to attracting our target customers,
builders and ideal tenants.” Derecktor also has
a similar story to tell, with the company taking
its opportunity to fill a clear opening within
the market. “We recognized that the number of

Advertisement

LET YOUR
IMAGINATION
RUN WILD...

The world’s finest yachts require the ultimate finish. From eye-catching
topcoats with boundless color to cutting-edge primers and stunning
varnishes, Awlgrip sets the industry standard in luxury yacht coatings.
For outstanding results limited only by the imagination, choose Awlgrip.
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Superyachts draw renewable energy from docking at Marine Group
Boat Works’ solar-powered facility in San Diego.

The Derecktor Fort
Pierce facility is currently
under development
st. lucie county

marine group boat works

operators at the smaller end of the market was
increasing while a void existed for servicing
the larger yachts. We found a number of our
clients complaining about the lack of facilities
available for vessels of 50 metres and larger,”
Brewer explains.
In terms of the forms that these investments
have taken, this varies between the yards, but
popular upgrades include the expansion of the
yard spaces themselves, the construction of
new dry docks and the addition of yacht lifts.
In terms of lifts, LMC’s colourfully-named
'Brutus' and 'The Beast' are of note, having
lifting capabilities of 220-tons and 485-tons
respectively, as well as Derecktor’s investment
in the largest mobile yacht lift in the USA back
in 2012, which handles 820 metric tons. In
addition, the San Diego-based Marine Group
Boat Works also has its sights set on adding a
1,600-ton travelift to its arsenal in conjunction
with its new 10,000-ton dry dock which is
set to be completed at one of its facilities by

2022. Other upgrades seen at US refit facilities
include the addition of out-of-water slips,
the installation of keel pits, power and wifi
upgrades and much more.
Notably too, these investments are also
having an impact on how today’s clients are
approaching their refit works, with several of
the US yards observing an increased willingness
from their customers both to become more
personally involved in and to undertake
ever-more complex works. “The client is
better informed and expectations are clearer.
Derecktor, as a full-service provider, is able
to undertake more complex challenges with
on-time and on-budget outcomes,” comments
Brewer. Marine Group Boat Works has also
noticed a similar trend, as President Todd
Roberts explains: “Refits are becoming more
complex. Clients are pushing the boundaries
and looking at different technologies to cater
to different preferences. Specifically, we have
seen increased interest in gyro stabilization and

have installed multiple VEEM gyros on yachts
30 metres and up. Clients are becoming savvier
and more involved in the refit planning process
and this encourages efficiency with the time the
vessel spends in the yard.”
Naturally, happy, involved clients for refit
works equal happy shipyards. But what of
the pressing questions of both the return
on these investments and the future of the
refit sector more generally? So far, the ROI
has been positive, with LMC’s Doug West
commenting that: “Our total visits for vessels
over 30 metres have increased 10% YOY. With
consistent increases in revenue year over year,
we predict that this trend will continue, and
we will break even on our investments ahead
of schedule.” Both Marine Group Boat Works
and Derecktor have also observed an uptick in
the number of yacht visits as a consequence of
their investments.
Looking at the immediate future of the refit
sector, there are potential rough waters ahead.

Brewer acknowledges that COVID-19 “could
have a significant impact in the short term”,
and Roberts comments that “during these
trying times, yacht owners are hesitant to
invest in what they deem to be unnecessary
expenses, such as yacht maintenance.” That
said, taking a longer view, the outlook for
the refit market is decidedly more positive.
Numbers don’t lie, as Doug West highlights.
“The numbers speak for themselves as this
sector continues to grow rapidly in demand.”
For LMC, it is a balancing act, highlighting
the need for the company to keep a “close eye
on capacity, demand and our market share” in
order to maintain their growth long term.
Furthermore, Marine Group Boat Works’
Todd Roberts puts forward a compelling
longer view on why it is important for
customers to keep pursuing their refit works,
as the consequences of not doing so could
be much more severe for the clients. “As
history has shown, this is the worst time to
defer maintenance because when the crisis
stabilizes and business picks up, there will
likely be a surge in prices and a shortage of
resources. We are encouraging our new and
existing customers to focus on the bigger
picture and continue their maintenance
programs with us.”
The final word on this question can be
given to Derecktor’s James Brewer, who
describes a refit market which is “strong on
both sides of the Atlantic” thanks to its “wellfunded, well-organized service facilities and
a growing need for maintenance, repair and
refurbishment” in the burgeoning global fleet.
With this in mind, shipyards in the US should
be able to reap the rewards of their canny refit
investments both over the next few years and
in the decades to come.

All trademarks mentioned are owned by, or licensed to,
the AkzoNobel group of companies. © AkzoNobel 2020.
10338/0320
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Designers Talk: Refit

Working like a well-oiled machine, the refit process involves many parts and people. The role of the designer is to be a
leading authority on how an existing superyacht design can be refreshed, reorganised and relaunched. Having already
looked at a refit case study, here we ask two designers upfront about their experiences during some of the industry’s
impressive refits and transformations. BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS
A2 cruising

Legenda cruising

Tommaso Spadolini of
Design Studio Spadolini

Luca Dini of LUCA DINI
Design & Architecture

What are the standout refit projects within
your extensive portfolio?
We have been involved in many interesting
refits, including some smaller yachts such
as the Magnum 70 Gigagi, the 20-metre
classic Baglietto Cujo and the 20-metre
Dutch sailing yacht Lady Stella. On top of
this, A2 (ex-Madhuri) was a challenging
and exciting experience. As a 37.6-metre
motor yacht built by Eurocraft in 2008, her
owner wanted to make significant changes
to the exterior and interior and gave the
refit team just six months to complete the
job. The original boat had no hull windows
and was built on a very traditional layout
and so we opened up windows in the hull
which required new certification. The layout
was completely revised with a big openspace lounge on the main deck and three
comfortable cabins, a captain’s cabin and a
laundry room. We also added two whisperquiet Seakeeper stabilisers.
For the interior, we worked closely
with Peter Marino, the famous New York
architect, who had previously collaborated

Now listed for sale with Imperial, the
41.1-metre Legenda is considered by some
to be one of the most versatile and unique
superyachts to leave the Mondomarine
shed. You oversaw her 2016 refit, tell me
about the works which were carried out.
The owner requested a ‘soft’ refitting of
Legenda within a certain budget where she
was to be refreshed with a lighter image
but remain timeless and classical. By using
balanced colours, we were able to reach a
classical-modern style, with mirrors and a
light palette that collaborate to make the
perception of the space wider. Legenda is
an extremely comfortable and livable boat,
with well-lit and airy interior spaces and an
intense connection between the interior and
exterior areas. During the refit works, we
paid great attention to the layout and how
best to use the spaces.
Without upsetting the original binding
style and briarwood she was born with, the
damaged burl wood panels were replaced
and the fabric panels were upgraded with
brighter textures and galuchat leather
accents. The ceiling dome was enriched with

with the owners. While Peter chose all
the materials and fabrics, fixtures and
fittings, we made sure his proposals
could be integrated into the yacht. After
taking delivery and spending three
weeks on board last August, the owners
said it was the best family holiday
they had ever had, which is music to a
designer’s ears!
How are your experiences as a
designer working on a refit?
A successful refit requires
understanding what the owner wants
but also involves an appreciation of
what the original designer was trying
to achieve. It is more than a science:
it’s an art that demands knowledge,
experience and respect for the heritage
of yacht design. I think it is important
for a designer to be involved, especially
as the refit market has steadily grown
in importance and so, we tend to have
at least one major refit on the go in
addition to a lot of smaller projects.

VIP suite on board A2

8x8 golden leaves created by a specialised
artisan from Florence. The free-standing
furniture was replaced with more modern
pieces by Visionnaire and Fendi, plus a
chandelier from Baldi. We also intervened
in the décor and used some of the most
classic images of Massimo Listri and
exposed them in a modern way with no
glass, using the original panels as framing.
In the outdoor areas, we used Summit teak
line free-standing furniture and upgraded
the upholstery and marble countertops.
What is it like for a designer to be involved
in a refit?
It is a very stimulating challenge to have to
always come up with something different.
Elegance, harmony and balance always play
an extremely important role in my projects,
and even more so during a refit when you
are intervening in an environment that has
already been created. Refitting is always a
matter of extreme sensitivity because you
must find harmony between the existing
and the new: a very stimulating test for us
designers.

Legenda's upper
deck saloon

giovanni malgarini/tommaso spadolini(2)
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imperial(2)
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Design News

Our favourite new superyacht designs

STORMBREAKER // 115M
THEODOROS FOTIADIS
Conceived to be able to travel to all four
corners of the world, Stormbreaker is a
global superyacht explorer concept ready
to be built for a bold owner at 90 or 115
metres. Visualised by the Berlin-based yacht
designer Theodoros Fotiadis, Stormbreaker
flashes razor-sharp exterior lines and a
lavishly appointed interior. Her design
incorporates all of the elements that a thrill
and solace-seeking owner might want. This
includes a complex glass atrium located at
the heart of the ship, a vast tender garage,
a beach club complete with spa and gym, a
sophisticated cigar lounge, an observation
deck, a swimming pool, an art gallery and
library and a heli hangar.

FRONTIER // 99M
SORGIOVANNI DESIGNS

GRAVITY // 62M // LUCA VALLEBONA

GTT 160 // 50M // DYNAMIQ YACHTS &
DOBROSERDOV DESIGN

The 99-metre luxury expedition yacht Frontier is designed
to "meet other countries and discover new and unknown
civilisations". Frontier sports a certified ice-breaker
reversed bow with straight white decks and a curved
exterior line that links the owner’s deck, main deck and
hull. Notable features on board include her outdoor bar
and Jacuzzi on the observation deck and retractable
helicopter landing platform which can double up as a
dancefloor, additional gym or extend the nearby pool and
sunbathing area. For the decor, Sorgiovanni Designs was
influenced by the studio’s homeland of Australia, divising
a palette of natural and sustainable materials such as
eggshells, seeds, fast-growing woods and stones.

Advertisement

It’s all about the ride…

keep it SMOOTH

stabilization thru innovation
Quantum Marine Stabilizers
#zerospeed #underway
www.quantumstabilizers.com
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LEFT AND ABOVE: Diamonds Are Forever (60.96m, Benetti, 2012): “Every designer loves to have the
opportunity to create something spectacular inspired by something the owners have an intimate connection with, such as James Bond-themed yachts. Diamonds Are Forever is a superb example of this, taking
the most elegant James Bond movie name and interpreting that into a spectacular yacht interior.”
bugsy gedlek(3)

T

rupert connor

aking place in February each year, the Miami Yacht
Show has got to be one of the most relaxing boat shows
on the industry calendar. A million miles removed from
the hectic schedule of your Monaco and Cannes, Miami brings
together sizable boats, (almost) invariably pleasant weather and,
if you know where to look for it, the best grilled cheese and crab
sandwich in the business.
In short, it’s the perfect environment to take some time out with
one Evan K. Marshall whose mellow temperament has powered his
transatlantic superyacht-design journey from the US to London,
with some pretty cool stops along the way, not least of which
included designing the famous Bond-inspired boats for automotive
tycoon John Staluppi, Diamonds Are Forever and The World is
Not Enough.
It’s hard to beat Evan’s career kickoff. Inspired by a childhood in
New York surrounded by boats and drawing his first yacht sketch
at the age of four, he undertook a degree in Architecture before
heading to Maine to study at the Yacht Design Institute. A summer
job at Shannon Boat Company in Rhode Island was ticking along
pretty nicely for the designer until it was interrupted by a call from
none other than Sparkman & Stephens. Less than a week later,
the next chapter in Evan’s career began. “It was a tremendous
experience working for that storied office. Rod Stephens was
coming in every day and Mario Tarabocchia was still working
there. They were extremely supportive and imparted all kinds of
knowledge to me as a young kid. I was very eager to learn!”
Not so eager, however, that he was in any danger of losing the
wood for the trees. “I went around the Genoa Boat Show in 1986
on my own. The yachts appearing at that show were so stylistically
exciting that it completely blew me away and I realised I had to
move to Europe.” There was only one problem with that plan:
Marshall was equipped with a portfolio of sailboat designs and no
motor yachts. Not one to be easily phased, the designer stayed up
late every evening for six months and ensured he had something to
show for his talents across the pond. Marshall’s leapfrog trip landed
him in London at the up-and-coming office of another future
star in superyacht design, Andrew Winch, who offered him the
opportunity to “really actively participate in the young company’s
development.”
Inevitably, however, the time came for Marshall to go it alone. “It
was worth the risk. I thought, let’s just do it”, he comments on his
decision to take on a client independent of Winch in 1993. Flexing
all of his stylistic muscles simultaneously, Marshall was behind the
design of an office complex and a house in Salzburg, an additional
house in Ibiza and a yacht at Baglietto, all for the same client, “I
guess I became his guy…” he laughs. Now ready to take things up a
gear, Marshall set up for himself, working from his new apartment
in London as a one-man-band “with no social life to speak of for
the first year.”

Liberty (ex: Lady Linda, 56.69m, Trinity Yachts, 2012): “Every
detail on board Lady Linda was lovingly crafted and selected with
her owners, whose taste was impeccable and demand for carefully
coordinated design details was second to none.”

Georgia Tindale discovers the
tale of one superyacht designer's
transatlantic success.

justin ratcliffe

Cocoa Bean (73.98m, Trinity Yachts, 2014): “In spite of her size,
Cocoa Bean was conceived to be an intimate yacht for her family to
enjoy, filled with personal details and intimate cozy spaces such as
her sky lounge. The same is found on her exterior which is made up
of numerous spaces where family and friends could relax and enjoy
cruising on this classically-inspired elegant yacht.”

Meeting
Evan
Marshall

As with pretty much all designers who go it alone - with Tim
Heywood standing out as a notable industry exception - there
comes a point where there is just too much work to be done by
one person, even someone as driven as Marshall. Fast forward
to today, and Evan is set up with an office on Calico Row in
London, a team of seven, and an outstanding portfolio of
superyacht designs behind him, having worked with shipyards
as diverse as Trinity Yachts, Benetti, Hatteras, Christensen,
Heesen, Gulf Craft, Broward Marine and Ocean Alexander
throughout his career.
Buckets of ink could be spilt writing about Evan K. Marshall’s
spectacular and often game-changing custom interior and
exterior design projects, including the first-ever tri-level master
stateroom featured on a yacht which appears on the 35-metre
1997 Heesen Yachts Opus II. It can be hard to pinpoint
particular stylistic traits to the designer, whose styling ranges
from the most lavish designs ( just step aboard the spectacular
60.96-metre Benetti 2012 Diamonds Are Forever for a strong
dose of all things ornate) to a more relaxed and subdued vibe.
Marshall explains, “We don’t want to be pigeonholed into a
particular style. Throughout everything we do, we offer a level of
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detail and appreciation for our clients’ desires. I don’t go off
and do a series of paintings like Picasso and you either like
them or you don’t, we are very mindful to work with what the
clients’ tastes are as they’re the ones who are spending the
money and will actually be living on these boats. In short, our
clients will always see their personality reflected in the yachts
we design for them.”
Indeed, the presiding lesson which Evan K. Marshall’s
career can teach us about what it means to be a successful
superyacht designer in 2020 is this: it is not about being a
virtuoso or design maestro, and the superyacht design industry
is certainly not an environment in which large egos are likely
to serve well (Marshall admits that “a-type” personalities
abound amongst the owners he has worked with over the
years). It’s about taking a step back and really listening.
Marshall’s busiest output in recent years, in addition to a
series of real estate projects he’s developed in collaboration
with the Moscow developer Krost Construction, can be seen
in his production work with the Taiwanese shipyard Ocean
Alexander. Ocean Alexander brought the designer in seven
years ago to devise a brand-new series of superyachts: the
much-lauded Revolution series which has served to modernise
the brand and draw the attention of a European market.
Having also developed the shipyard’s smaller Divergence
series, he is now working on their new Legend series, with
hints of more classic OA styling to come (“It is more connected
with how the boats always used to look: we recognise that
there is a client base there and we want to retain them”).
As he explains, creating these series requires an awareness
of both the traditions of the existing shipyards and of the
broader superyacht market not necessitated in one-off
custom projects. “With the yards we work with, we try to
explain how their DNA can translate into a new product,
whilst always respecting their current client base. It’s
like if you were working in automotive design: a model is
introduced and then within a couple of years, boom, that
model is done. You need to have your finger on the pulse and
think about market share in a way that you don’t need to
do with one-off projects. Is it going to do well? Will people
actually buy it? It’s a real challenge!”
But challenges are what get Evan Marshall out of bed in
the morning. When we part company, he tells me that his
latest hurdle concerns the stringent rules for mooring private
boats around his home by the River Thames, with only water
taxis and houseboats currently permitted. Marshall’s dream
is to buy a small boat and take his children down the south
coast of England so that they can enjoy some of the nautical
experiences he had as a child which set the course of his own
extraordinary career. Here’s hoping!

M/Y OCEAN VICTORY
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Shark
Shape

One thing is for sure, since the
beginning, the design for the
77.1-metre Black Shark hasn’t
changed much. The owner knew
what he wanted, and that was
“more shark”. BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS

T

he well-documented move of the completed hull from
Nobiskrug's facility in Kiel to the Rendsburg outfitting
yard on 12th December gave the world a glimpse at the
kind of gleaming beast superyacht Black Shark will become.
Whilst she was slowly towed by two tugs along the Kiel Canal
and the River Eider, the exterior lines of Winch Design were
shown on the water for the first time. Fast forward to today, and
after having already spent so much time getting to know her,
I was due to find out first-hand from Andrew Winch and his
team what we can expect to see on her anticipated launch day.
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“Black Shark is a big, large volume yacht but with a sleek,
strong profile and a powerful, near-vertical bow. The client chose
our design as a concept in discussion with the shipyard. It was a
visual identity he connected with immediately; strong, long, lean
and confident,” recalls Winch, who has been working alongside
management company Imperial to bring Black Shark to life.
“You will find her hidden shark qualities throughout the yacht,
such as in the interpretation of the shark gills and fin and the
matte black hull with the gloss window shelf which will create a
highlight down the side of the boat. She also has a concealed spa
behind the hull door, with a significant attention to detail on the
deck areas and their flexible layout. Living on ‘the shark’ is going
to be exciting,” continues Winch. As my imagination scrambles
to put the details together, Exterior Design Associate and Project
Manager at Winch Design, James Russell, weighs in. “She is
certainly a departure in terms of exterior styling and design
detail. An interesting detail is the exterior furniture, which will
also complement the theme with regards to colours, details and
finishes as well as the choice of shapes.”
As exciting as she sounds, I check in to see what the current
status of the project is, as since the outfitting phase began, the
priority for the world has been to unite and fight the outbreak of
the coronavirus which has affected the majority of the industry’s
production. However, reassurance came as I was told that
Winch Design remains in a good position and is progressing
with the project. “We are in the final stages of reviewing the
shipyard’s construction drawings. From our side, all of the
design work is finished, including the 3D models and exterior
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Andrew Winch

Jim Dixon

James Russell
winch design(3)

“The new renders show her
large exterior decks with lots
of social spaces and intricate
exterior furniture details
which will be very special.”
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furniture, so now our focus is being on-hand during the build
process and, when we are able to, visiting the construction
shed and ensuring our design details are achieved,” explains
Russell, confirming that the new superyacht is certainly now
looking more shark-shape. “We are also nurturing the client
relationship. The most interesting and rewarding aspects of
the project are seeing the team’s creation ‘come to life’ and
witnessing the client’s reaction to each step of the design
moving forward,” adds Jim Dixon, Winch Design’s Director of
Yachts and Aviation.
I dig deeper and the team reveal more about the developing
design and its notorious shark detailing. Whilst doing so,
they share all-new and up-close renderings of what is being
described. “As you can see, she has a very solid muscular
hull which is two decks high. Her proportions were a key
consideration and Winch Design always looks at developing
proportions that are comfortable to the eye and ensure that
the scale is in balance. The simplicity of her design is one of
the details we have pushed hard to achieve. We didn’t want a
complicated profile: we wanted a smooth, fast and aggressive
superstructure,” Winch explains. “The new renders show
that she will have very large exterior decks with lots of social
spaces, where we have some quite intricate exterior furniture
details which will be very special,” adds Russell.
A shot taken from a helicopter or drone flying behind a
cruising superyacht offers a striking preview into what life
is like on board. With well-thought-out options for relaxing
alfresco, crew standing by to welcome guests aboard and
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the beach club open for business, the aft area is one of
the main leisure hubs on any superyacht. In that respect,
Winch’s creation for Black Shark is no different, but there is a
certain alluring mystery about what can be deduced from the
renderings. Sure, there are constant reminders of the ‘black
shark’ theme, with fierce black stripes on the walls in the
beach club, black upholstered furniture and dark sculptures
in jagged shark tooth shapes: all of which have been cleverly
put together by interior designer Sinot Yacht Architecture &
Design. What is captivating is the way that these features are
offset by plush, light white furniture that is easy to imagine
guests sinking into, relaxed and laughing. This contrasting
palette and mixture of soft furnishings eliminate any preempted visions of an entirely black exterior deck space with
deep, dark and cool masculine structures. “We actually had
to try and reduce the number of details within the profile to
those that only just catch your eye,” notes Winch.
However, what is found in the aft deck area is
overshadowed by the impressive shark-fin mast: a feature
which, as soon as it was mentioned, instantly became the star
of the show. “The shark fin took a significant amount of time
to balance correctly on the superstructure. It’s easy to simply
draw a profile of a shark fin, but this structural feature is
also a technical platform for a lot of electronics, ventilation,
lighting and radars, so it’s a complex proposition to maintain
a visual signature shark fin with all these technical items.
The purity of the mast will be the shark fin,” explains Winch.
As such a complicated bit of kit and prominent design

Renders by Winch Design

feature, how was it first received? “The design was signed
off very quickly. We only changed and refined the exterior
design in the 3D stage, where we retained the essence of the
initial design but the lines were perfected in 3D which really
contributed to the overall final aesthetic,” Russell recalls.
Also found in the shadows of the shark fin-shaped mast lie
two well-devised access points to the superyacht’s toy store.
In response to Russell’s description of the fine-tuned exterior
lines, Dixon continues by revealing the extent to which the
design had to work to accommodate a healthy stock of garage
equipment. “The exterior had to take account of two very large
doors in the forward hull, right where the shark gill features are
located, so the integration around this area is quite complex. In
the tender garage, we have a very stylish 10.4-metre limo tender
from Pascoe in a similar exterior and interior design and paint
scheme to the mothership. Next to this is an 8-metre beach
lander, one rescue boat and two Sea-doos.”
My time spent with the team at Winch Design further
confirmed my view that Black Shark is going to be a
triumphant addition to the world’s fleet, offering a perfect
example of how Winch, Sinot, Nobiskrug and Imperial
are an attractive collaboration. Visualising her out on the
Mediterranean and being papped by the likes of yachties
and curious passersby will surely ensure that the heightened
media attention will continue long into her active life on the
water - a thought which Winch summarises perfectly: “Our
projects have a unique signature, and each one becomes an
icon of its own.”

Black Shark heading for the
Nobiskrug outfitting shed
jeff brown for nobiskrug/imperial
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Flying Fox
B

ehold: the 136-metre charter yacht Flying Fox. A superyacht like no
other and one of the very few in her class that has raised the industry’s
standards to heights once believed to be unrealistic. As superyachts
have been growing in size over the years, so too have the options available for
charter with a good number of 90-metre-plus variants now on the market. With
the Lürssen superyacht Flying Fox, an experienced and hands-on owner put the
ball in Imperial’s court to help him create the ultimate holiday-ready superyacht
and elevate the charter experience to an entirely new level.
Though her initial brief did not strictly involve chartering, you can
be forgiven for thinking that Flying Fox was made for it. The functional
layout, calming interior decor and guest-favourite features such as a worldclass wellness centre (more on this later) exceptional cuisine and a fullystocked watersports store, are all characteristics that would instantly make
any guest feel at home and ready to switch off. As she lies in the bay of
Monaco, Lürssen’s project manager Florian Preuss tells me more about this
one-of-a-kind project as we make our way to Flying Fox on board one of
her five tenders. “It was great to work with such an involved owner. Some
owners prefer to distance themselves from such a big construction project
but this was not the case and this client knew exactly what he wanted.”
Having acted as owner’s representatives during the construction period,
joining Imperial in the project’s creation were designers Espen Øino
and Mark Berryman. These heavyweights last joined forces in 2005 on
the 60-metre Lürssen Arkley (now Caipirinha) and were given another
crack at working together to create a timeless icon. Øino came with a very
distinctive design of flowing lines that appear to give Flying Fox a unique
shape as you view her from just about any angle. No two angles are the

SPECS
Builder: Lürssen
Exterior design:
Espen Øino
Interior design: Mark
Berryman Design
Delivery year: 2019
Length: 136 metres
Beam: 22.5 metres

Inside the world’s
largest charter yacht

same and this sculptural effect becomes even more evident walking along
the deck where you can truly appreciate the intricacies of his handiwork
and the meticulous craftsmanship of Lürssen.
Having worked with the owner in the past, Berryman joined the project
with a pretty good idea of what was expected. With the added space offered
by a vessel of this size, Berryman knew that this would not simply be a copy
and paste job from the previous Flying Fox, and seized the opportunity to
create something he had never delivered before. “At this size, there are many
regulations to consider and it is paramount to get them right. When you’re
building and designing at that scale you want to give your client something that
nobody else has, and although there are certain design factors which you must
always take into account, with the right planning, you can achieve this whilst
still creating something truly spectacular for your clients.”

Draft: 5 metres
Range: 6,500 nm
@ 15 knots

OUTDOOR DECKS
Outdoor spaces are spread across the five exterior decks
and start at the top on the observation deck and the
commercially rated helideck one level below. With two
helicopter decks on board, the upper aft deck has a
D-value of 18 metres and is able to accommodate larger
craft like an Airbus H175 while the forward one at
bridge level has a D-value of 14 metres. Not only used
for guest transfers via helicopter, the upper helideck
deck can also be transformed at night for special
occasions on board, says her captain. “We have used
this for outdoor dining experiences and we recently
hosted an event here with a band set up - so it's a great
venue deck.” The two levels below are both dedicated
to al fresco dining and outdoor relaxation, with fire pits
placed on both the bridge deck aft and owner’s deck
aft. “This is a great place for guests to come and relax at
after a busy day of watersports. You can enjoy a drink
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while you watch the chef prepare dinner and have a
fantastic view over the stern of the yacht.”
A guest favourite is the outdoor dining experience
on offer on the bridge deck aft. A proper exterior
galley takes centre stage and immediately lets you
know that this is not any normal superyacht setup.
Complete with teppanyaki station, Josper and
Churrasco grill as well as a tandoori oven, this space
is designed for interactive and engaging dining
moments with your closest friends and family. “This
has been particularly popular with younger clients,”
explains the captain. “It’s a great place to make your
own pizza on pizza nights.” Guests get to choose to sit
ringside at the chef ’s table where the action happens,
or at the humongous 24-seater dining table which
can host the entire family and more. After dinner,
an outdoor cinema setup on the owner’s deck above
makes for a cosy gathering area to end off a perfect
day on Flying Fox.
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HOLLYWOOD
ENTERTAINMENT
Flying Fox boasts her own onboard cinema that is jam-packed
with the latest tech in home entertainment. This Hollywood-grade
setup features a D Box 4D system with interactive seats for a true
cinema experience and can welcome up to 14 guests in complete
comfort. A trailer screening of a recent blockbuster gives just a taste
of the intense experience the Dolby aqua sound system can deliver
as the hairs on my neck rise with every impact on screen. Atmos
speakers and VR gears are the cherries on the cake of this virtual
experience that is guaranteed to redefine movie nights on board. For
gaming fans, the latest consoles including Xbox, PlayStation 4 and a
custom gaming PC with VR capabilities can also be found here with
hundreds of games to choose from.

POOLING AROUND
As one of Flying Fox’s defining features, the unique 12-metre-wide
swimming pool on the main deck is the gateway to all watersports
fun on board and has become a popular gathering spot amongst
guests. Placed athwartships and nearly stretching across the full
beam of the deck, the engineering team had to come up with
some innovative solutions to counter the effect of the ship’s roll
on the water inside the pool when at anchor and underway. “If it
is like today, where we have some swell in the bay,” explains her
captain, “we have central baffles below the waterline that break
up the movement of the water and stop it flowing over.” Other
smart features of the pool include a swim jet on the one end and
a massage jet on the other. In addition, the floor can be raised to
decrease the depth of the pool, ideal for young children, or it can be
fully flush to be used as a bandstand area for entertainment.

WELLNESS ON BOARD

If Flying Fox was built with one purpose in mind, it would be spiritual
and physical wellbeing. The onboard spa of 400 square metres is located
over two decks and leads from the main deck down to the beach club
where a dual-tank Jacuzzi (which can be changed from hot to cold within
10 minutes) and the world’s first cryosauna installed on a yacht can be
found. This experience provides an invigorating sensation as guests get to
stay in a -110 °C environment for a maximum of three minutes. Used by
professional athletes, guests leave the cryosauna refreshed and energised,
if a little chilly.
From the spa reception on the main deck, guests can book
treatments ranging from hydro baths and rain showers to Hammam
treatments and even a visit to the onboard beauty centre for a haircut
or facial, operated by Flying Fox’s dedicated team of beauticians.
Another speciality is a wet massage where guests are invited to lie down
on a water bed while a soothing shower decompresses the mind as the
multi-skilled therapist transports them into a state of relaxation.
On the same deck, guests will find the fully-equipped gym that
comes complete with top-of-the-range equipment, a personal trainer
and a view over the sea as it opens out onto the deck. You can also head
back down to the beach club after your morning workout where Flying
Fox’s trained and certified watersports team is standing by to take you
from zero to hero in disciplines ranging from kite surfing, jet boarding
and scuba diving. The onboard PADI-approved dive centre is one of
the most sophisticated on the seven seas and includes a three-seat
decompression chamber.

Flying Fox is available for charter
exclusively through Imperial.
For more information contact:
Eric Lepeingle
Head of Sales & Charter
+33 607 93 09 09
charter@imperial-yachts.com
www.imperial-yachts.com
all photos by guillaume plisson for imperial

INSIDE STORY
“Our interiors are contemporary with
clean lines and hints of Asian influences,”
explains Mark Berryman when asked
about his personal style. “I have a real
passion for Japanese design and we like
to use natural finishes such as bamboo
and rattan. We’re also all about the tactile
side of design, with our aim being to
encourage owners and their guests to
come into a space and be drawn into the
materials and finishes.”
And that is exactly what Flying Fox is
all about. No flashy accents or over-thetop shiny surfaces here, instead, guests are
drawn into a soothing environment that is
touch-provoking, with real-world solutions
for social gathering spaces and remote
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working environments, not unlike what you
would find in your own home.
With high-end charters in mind,
Flying Fox’s accommodation
arrangement has been set up to match
the lifestyle promoted by the yacht’s
fundamental elements. Revolving
around wellness and a relaxing,
bordering on spiritual atmosphere, all
guest accommodation is located on the
main deck with each cabin featuring its
own sea terrace which is divided outside
by individual separations that fold flush
into the bulkhead when not used. The
100-square-metre master apartment on
the owner’s deck comes complete with
its own lounge, his and hers dressing
rooms and expansive bathroom with its
own sea view.
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Istros:
Inspiration
Revisited

feadship

Fast approaching the end of her rebuild in the
Netherlands, the classic motor cruiser Istros is a
thoroughly modern yacht in disguise.
BY JUSTIN RATCLIFFE

W

hat is it that we find so appealing about classic yachts? Like vintage
cars, they have an irresistible grace and beauty that is hard to define
and rarely replicated in contemporary designs. Visit any superyacht
marina in the world and your eyes will be drawn to the classy classic yacht,
possibly dwarfed but never daunted by its larger neighbours.
“We get excited about classic yachts because their timeless design is the essence
of yachting,” says Tristan Le Brun, the young captain of 42-metre Istros, a classic
motor yacht being rebuilt at Feadship’s refit facility in Makkum. “The whole
idea behind Istros when we found the hull was to create a gentleman’s yacht that
combined a classic soul with modern conveniences. The owner loves technical
stuff and with help from Feadship we’ve pushed it even further, because in some
ways she’s actually ahead of her time, which is fantastic for a 65-year-old hull.”
Istros – meaning inspiration – was launched by the Amsterdam Shipyard
Ltd. of Gerard de Vries Lentsch Jr. in 1954 for the Pappadakis shipping family
in Greece. One of the largest motoryachts built in the Netherlands at that time,
the local press reported enthusiastically on her “sumptuously furnished and
upholstered cabins”, “violet blue-tinted bathrooms”, new-fangled radar and
white telephones that could be used “to make calls anywhere in the word from
wherever the yacht may be.”
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“We get excited about
classic yachts because their
timeless design is the essence
of yachting.”
tristan le brun, istros captain
The yacht’s subsequent history is harder to follow. We know
she won the grand prize for Best Restored Vessel at the Prada
Classic Yacht Show in 2001, but by the time Le Brun came
across the hull in the Maltese port of Valetta in July 2015 she
was in a bad way. It wasn’t the first candidate for restoration
he’d seen on behalf of his owner, but despite her poor condition
she was the most promising.
“We weren’t looking for any old hull,” says Le Brun. “I’d
seen what Feadship had achieved with refits like Monara and
Sultana, so when advising the owner I knew they could offer the
highest quality standards. But they also have a tight policy about
which refit projects they’re willing to take on, so it helped that
Istros had been built by de Vries Lentsch. It’s been a massive
challenge for all concerned, but I don’t believe we could have
done it without Feadship.”
Before the rebuilding work could start, Le Brun and Feadship
supervised the complete dismantling of the yacht in Valetta,
where she was stripped down to the bare hull. Original plans
to carry out the steel work in Malta were shelved when it was
realised more extensive treatment was required to save the
welded and riveted hull. The steel sections of the partly covered
deck were also badly corroded under drip trays that were
blocked with grime. The hull arrived in the Netherlands in early
April last year and was transported to a specialist subcontractor
near Makkum, where she remained for the next three-and-ahalf months.
“It wasn’t so much the corrosion as the fact the hull was bent
and buckled,” says Feadship project manager Pieter Dibbits. “It’s
normal for yachts of this age not to be perfectly symmetrical and
the cap rails, for example, weren’t at exactly the same height.
The solution was to slightly tilt the complete hull, so now the
keel is a little off the centreline but the deck is level. To avoid
any deflection during the welding work she was bolted down to
the concrete floor.”
While the hull was undergoing reconstructive surgery,
Feadship was fashioning a new aluminium superstructure to
replace the old steel deckhouse removed in Malta. As there were
very few original plans available and building started before the
hull was on site, this depended entirely on laser measurements.
“The biggest challenge was to make sure everyone was
working to the exact same lines and measurements,” says
Dibbits. “Thanks to the 3D scanning we could do different jobs
concurrently and start the time-consuming engineering work
without the boat being physically present. In the end the new
aluminium superstructure fitted perfectly.”
The same laser technology was used to measure the interior
volumes once the welding work was complete and the hull had
been stabilised. Here again there was zero margin for error
as, like most classic yachts, the ceiling heights were quite low
(the new deckhouse was raised by 100mm to meet modern
standards) and the beam rather narrow (6.86m). Extreme
efforts were made to free up every square centimetre of
available volume, even routing cable trays through the frames.
A milestone decision early in the project was to substitute
one of the onboard generators with a micro turbine. Micro
turbines offer significant advantages: they are compact,
vibration-free, low maintenance and very efficient with much
lower emissions than conventional generators. Because they
don’t require exhaust after-treatment to meet IMO Tier III
emission regulations, valuable engine room space is also
saved. But despite being widely used in the aviation and
offshore industries, they are virtually unknown on yachts due
to lack of certification – until now.
“We worked together with systems integrator RH Marine
and Capstone in the US to develop its DC 65-D micro turbine
generator for Lloyds certification,” says Ico Vergouwe, head of
refit sales at Feadship. “The 65kW micro turbine suited the
power requirements of Istros and although it’s more expensive
than a diesel generator, the initial investment can be recouped
in a couple of years because the one rotating part is an airbearing that requires virtually no maintenance.”
There is another operational reason why Le Brun was keen
to install the micro turbine that is central to the dual function
of Istros as a private yacht and commercial charter vessel:
“On charter you find you’re pulling in and out of marinas on
a daily basis,” says the captain. “The micro turbine is quiet with

FACING PAGE, TOP: The
technical launch of Istros in
Makkum on 5th May.
Bottom: a welder at work on the
new superstructure.
THIS PAGE, LEFT: Istros in all
her original splendour pictured
off Monaco. INSET: a render
of what the rebuilt yacht will
look like when relaunched this
summer. BOTTOM: the project
takes shape in the shipyard.

malcolm john wood

no emissions and the funnel exhaust system is compliant for use
in harbour, so we can arrive in a marina and stay on generator
power legally without disturbing our neighbours. This provides
much more speed and reactivity than having to switch between
ship and shore power all the time.”
The new interior layout has also been designed to fulfil the
expectations of today’s charter guests. Above all, this meant
maximising the accommodation. The original vessel had a twotier engine room housing two huge Crossley engines weighing
18 tons each. Because the modern CAT C18 main engines,
C4.4 diesel and micro turbine occupy less space, the aft engine
room bulkhead could be shifted forward about 1.5 metres. This
created room on the lower deck for four staterooms aft of the
engine room, and a generous crew mess, large laundry and
accommodation for seven crew forward. The owner’s stateroom
is on the forward main deck and a third multi-purpose lounge
with bathroom on the bridge deck can serve as the captain’s
cabin on private cruises or an extra guest cabin while chartering.
A technical challenge in the engine room was how best to
dissipate the heat from the main engines, especially as the micro
turbine also requires cool air to function efficiently. Usually
this would be resolved by increasing the forced ventilation,
but as the air intakes are inside the funnel (which also houses
a Kymeta flat panel satellite antenna) next to the bar on the
bridge deck, this would have meant uncomfortably high noise
levels. It was decided instead to go the cooling route and reduce
the air flow required by installing fan coils in the engine room
with two dedicated chillers.
Wherever reasonable and within budget, attempts have been
made to make the yacht as eco-friendly as possible. Heat from
the air-conditioning chillers is recycled to warm the domestic
water and energy is recovered from the exhaust air systems
to reduce the power consumption of the chillers. A customdesigned recirculating hood eliminates the need for a fan coil
in the galley and the yacht is also fitted with a system to treat
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freshwater of varying quality from dock supplies for spot-free
washdowns without the use of detergents.
Van Geest Design was chosen by the owner to create a familyoriented and child-friendly interior that blends contemporary
and classic elements in a sunny, Scandinavian style that
also had to be suitable for charter in terms of durability and
maintenance. This has been achieved by sourcing high-end but
practical materials and solutions. There are no fitted carpets on
board but only loose rugs, for example, which can be quickly
sent away for dry cleaning or replaced if stained or damaged.
And to ensure minimal disruption when servicing the guest
cabins, everything the stewardess needs – fresh bed linen and
towels, cleaning materials, and so on – is stored under the beds
that can be raised on gas springs.
“On most busy charter yachts and despite the constant
upkeep, the interior quickly starts to look a bit tired,” says Le
Brun. “Our goal is that guests have the same impression of
immaculate freshness, as though no one else had been on board
before them, day after day.”
The transformation of Istros is due to be completed this
summer and the yacht will be based in the Mediterranean,
although her captain would “not be at all nervous” about
taking her across the Atlantic for a Caribbean season. The
slender beam, long waterline and canoe stern provide an
extremely efficient hull shape and, despite her modest 600hp CAT engines, she is expected to have a top speed of 14
knots and a range of 3,500nm at 12 knots, which increases to
5,000nm at an economical speed of 9 knots.
“I’ve no doubt that Istros will be a very special lady,” says
Sijbrand de Vries, general director of the shipyard in Makkum.
“When I was invited to take a cruise along America’s East
Coast with the Dutch owner of one of the iconic Feadship
Caravelles, I remember we were applauded wherever we went.
I think it will be the same for Istros every time she pulls into
the marina.”
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Artefact
Nobiskrug’s
groundbreaking 80-metre
hybrid superyacht in action
BY CHARL VAN ROOY

A

fter a successful series of sea trials
on the Baltic Sea from Nobiskrug’s
facilities in Rendsburg, the German
builder delivered its new hybrid superyacht
Artefact this spring. Adding to the builder’s
growing list of industry-challenging projects,
Artefact is one of the most complex and
environmentally-friendly vessels Nobiskrug
has ever undertaken. Commissioned by a
visionary and technically-minded owner,
steel cutting got underway in November
2016 after nearly two and a half years of
research and development by Nobiskrug as
the naval architects of the project together
with the yacht’s designers Gregory C. Marshall
(exterior) and Reymond Langton (interior).
Artefact is characterised by a multifaceted
exterior that combines sculptural shapes and
hull cut-outs to create a multi-dimensional
effect as the yacht is viewed in different
lights. Using composite materials to build the
superstructure made this flexibility in the design
possible and provided the crucial weight savings
which were needed to compensate for the
huge amount of glass (some 750 square metres
weighing in at 58 tonnes) around the yacht.
Apart from her design, another of Artefact's
stand out features is her sophisticated hybrid
propulsion system. Built to the latest IMO
Tier III regulations, the system relies on
power from various onboard generators and
an array of Lithium-ion batteries and can run
off battery power alone for short distances
and manoeuvring.
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1

6kW of
additional
power is
produced by the
23 square metres
of solar panels
on the sundeck
hardtop.

2

Up to 750
square
metres of glass
windows have
been installed on
board, weighing
in at 58 tonnes.

3

Artefact’s
sculpted
superstructure is
built from GRP
materials to
compensate for
the heavy glass
windows around
the yacht.

4

At
2,990 GT,
Artefact is the
highest volume
80-metre motor
yacht in the
world.

5

Artefact’s
hybrid
system consists
of four CAT
generators (two
house and two
main) and 610
kWh worth of
Lithium-ion
batteries that
operate together
in various
cruising modes.

6

Built
to IMO
Tier III NOx
emission
regulations,
Artefact is
25-30%
more efficient
compared to
vessels with
conventional
diesel engines in
her class.
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Ocean Warriors
When the Benetti motor yacht Bash first attempted the crossing from the
Caribbean to the Med in early March, COVID-19 had not yet been declared a
pandemic. The crisis escalated rapidly while the yacht was making its way across
the Atlantic. As countries went into lockdown one after the other, what would
have been a normal transfer turned into a coronavirus odyssey that led to the
crew dubbing themselves the ‘Ocean Warriors.’ The following account of the
passage, based on conversations with the yacht’s captain Dean Homan during the
voyage, highlights the unprecedented difficulties faced by yachts and their crews
in a locked-down world. BY JUSTIN RATCLIFFE IMAGES COURTESY OF BASH CREW

C

aptain Dean Homan was planning on taking some
well-earned leave when the owner of Bash left his
56-metre yacht in St Maarten on 28 February after
a late Caribbean season cruise. The English captain changed
his mind at the last minute because the yacht was taking on a
rotational watch officer and he thought it would be a good time
to go over the running of the boat during the transfer to the
Med. Coronavirus was in the news, but it seemed at the time to
be mostly a Chinese problem.
At first it was the weather that was more of an obstacle than
coronavirus, and the original plan to leave on the same day the
owner disembarked had to be aborted due to bad weather. The
Azores High, typified by relatively consistent high pressure that
pushes bad weather northwards, had yet to establish itself and a
steady stream of lows was running across the Atlantic from west
to east without a break, making long-range forecasts difficult to
predict. A weather window finally presented itself on 5 March
and Capt. Homan made a dash for it, only to be forced to return
to St Maarten when the weather ahead closed in again.
“At this point we had another complication,” says Capt.
Homan. “We had a delivery crew on board with other jobs to
go to, so we had to take on our rotational crew, including an
officer of the watch whose wife had just given birth. By this
time coronavirus was making itself felt in Europe and it was
becoming much harder to travel, making it difficult to fly crew
in and out.”
The crew issue was exacerbated when a relief deckhand
also left the boat. Capt. Homan searched everywhere for a
replacement, including the US, Costa Rica and Mexico, without
luck, so he finally decided to fly a candidate in from France who
could leave immediately. This happened late at night on 13 March
when the plan was to leave the following day to take advantage of
a 12-hour weather window.
“I discussed with my officers the pros and cons of doing the
crossing shorthanded, but we knew the Atlantic was going to be
an issue,” says Capt. Homan. “We already had the chef and two
junior interior staff on board, one of whom has only been in the
industry a couple of months. If one of us got sick we decided it

would be better to have as many people on board as possible.”
By now coronavirus was running rife in Italy and the yacht’s
DPA (Designated Person Ashore) required new crew to fill
out a health declaration. Due to the late hour, Capt. Homan
had to read out the form over the phone to the new deckhand,
who declared he had no existing health issues and caught an
early morning flight bound for St Maarten. He arrived in the
afternoon of 14 March and was rushed through immigration
(some passengers on the plane from high-risk countries were
refused entry). Bash was already sitting at anchor outside the
Simpson Bay Bridge and shortly after the deckhand was aboard
the yacht got underway. The morning after when Capt. Homan
came on duty, however, he was told that the new crewman had
been seasick on watch and heard coughing during the night.
“I called him up on the bridge, keeping a safe distance from
him, and he told me he’d had a cough for a couple of days,” says
the captain. “I couldn’t believe he hadn’t said anything when
I’d read him the health declaration over the phone and before
boarding. We’d already established contingency plans in case
someone got sick and he went straight into isolation. So not only
did we have one man down, but we also had to look after him
and take his temperature twice a day, putting other crew at risk.
Luckily, he never developed a fever.”
Three days out from St Maarten, the crew learned that the
island had shut down, so returning was no longer an option.
Nor would they be allowed to dock in Tenerife but had to
anchor 12 miles offshore. As Bash had been powering her way
across the Atlantic to avoid the worst of the weather fronts, she
was burning fuel fast and there was some urgency to find an
alternative stopover.
The DPA managed to get permission to dock in Lanzarote,
but the weather was against them and they had to divert from
the Canary Islands to the Azores, where the shipping agent
was able to get approval to take on fuel in Ponta Delgada.
Technically, they were supposed to go into a two-week
quarantine, but Capt. Homan had already decided to self-isolate
the yacht and crew before pushing on. Just before arriving,
he also found out that his partner in Antibes was displaying
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symptoms consistent with COVID-19. It was about now that
he started referring to his crew as the ‘Ocean Warriors’ in his
Facebook posts.
“When we arrived in Ponta Delgada on 23 March there was no
direct contact with anyone on shore,” says Capt. Homan. “We all
wore masks and gloves, and everything – even the heaving lines –
had to be disinfected before coming on board. We needed to stay
healthy and keep up team morale, so we had workout sessions
each morning and played keepsey upsey with a tennis ball!”
As they set off on 27 March, the new crew member came out
of isolation, but then immediately came down with a stomach
bug and was confined to his cabin again. Now more of a
hindrance than a help, Capt. Homan was determined he should
disembark at the earliest opportunity. The problem was, where?
Permission to land the crew member was denied in
Gibraltar. The next best bet was Algeciras, one of the biggest
commercial ports in Europe, and the yacht drifted offshore for
15 hours before it was allowed to anchor in the bay. At dawn on
31 March, an agent’s boat came out to take the incapacitated
deckhand ashore. A request from a family looking to charter
the yacht for a month to escape the pandemic was turned
down due to the complications associated with embarkation
and cruising grounds.
As more and more countries went into lockdown, the voyage
took on a whole new dimension as Bash continued east along
the north African coastline. When the weather worsened the
yacht attempted to shelter in Béjaia in Algeria, but was told to
stay outside on anchor. At one point the Algerian navy told them
to move offshore into international waters, but with the weather
worsening the captain refused.
“That was a rough night,” recalls the captain. “One of the
problems throughout has been that we were dealing with
commercial ports who have no idea how yachts operate. We’re
not a cargo ship. We’re a modest-sized superyacht by today’s
standards and there’s no way we can anchor in 60 metres of
water, a three-metre swell and 50 knots of wind.”
The weather took a turn for the worse the following day.
The yacht was denied shelter in Tunisia except to anchor in a
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FACING PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: a
smiling Capt. Homan and his fellow Ocean Warriors;
transiting the Corinth Canal into the Aegean; gloved
crew sanitise provisions in Riposto, Sicily.
THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE: 56m Bash was launched
by Benetti in 2012; a morning workout session; passing under the Rio-Antirio Bridge in winds up to 57
knots; keeping ahead of the bad weather as the yacht
made the dash from the Azores to Gibraltar.

very exposed bay, and was not even allowed to enter Maltese
waters where a military ship was keeping watch. The only place
that would accept them was Riposto in Sicily. With gale-force
winds imminent and nowhere else to hide, there was no other
alternative but to head for the Straits of Messina.
“We arrived in Riposto on 4 April just as the weather went
wild,” says the captain. “It was so bad that we had to make a
dogleg to enter the port and virtually surf in on the swell. Once
inside, it was still blowing 40 knots and we burst a fender and
snapped two lines. But the Italians were great and I’m eternally
grateful to them for letting us take refuge.”
Two days later and Bash was on the move again. Passaging
south of Kefalonia, where a request to quarantine was refused,
they again ran into bad sea conditions. For a yacht the size
of Bash the short wave periods in the Mediterranean were
actually more punishing than the bigger but longer swells in the
Atlantic. A Facebook video posted by Capt. Homan approaching
the Rio-Antirio Bridge crossing the Gulf of Corinth near Patras
shows winds peaking at 57 knots on the bridge anemometer,

white water pouring over the foredeck and the wheelhouse
windscreen wipers working overtime. Another photo shows his
uncut hair being blown straight up from his head.
On 7 April Bash dropped anchor near Itea to wait for the
weather to abate before transiting the Corinth Canal into the
Aegean Sea. The voyage was far from over and Capt. Homan
was still uncertain where they would be allowed to make
landfall, but at least the long sea passages were over and the
yacht was in more protected waters.
“I must say everyone involved, from our managers and agents
to the owner’s rep and indeed the owner, have been brilliant
throughout and never put us under any pressure to proceed at
all costs,” says Capt. Homan. “Without the help and support of
that network, including our weather routing service, I doubt we
would have been able to get this far. The crew have also been
amazing. We’ve been through some horrendous conditions, but
they never flinched or complained. I take my hat off to them.”
By 10 April the weather had lifted and Bash was able to pass
through the Corinth Canal without incident. After such a long
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passage in rough conditions, Bash was beginning to develop
technical problems, so once through the canal Capt. Homan
contacted the port authorities in Perama just outside Athens to
request refuge. The yacht was told to anchor offshore
among the commercial shipping and a tug boat was sent out
to tie up alongside, but Capt. Homan refused the assistance
because he was concerned that the extra weight would put
undue strain on the anchor. Permission to dock came through
the same evening. With one generator out of action, the last
stressful episode of a trying voyage was docking without the
bow thruster.
“After a 29-day passage from St Maarten, dodging some
extreme weather and having to deal with a world in crisis, we
finally docked last night in Perama, Athens,” a relieved Capt.
Homan later wrote on Facebook. “We now have to quarantine
for 15 days. Thank you all for your support during these weeks
and hopefully we will all soon be able to get our lives back. A
big thank you to the crew and our support network that got us
here. Stay safe everyone.”
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EXPLORE
THE YACHT

LIVE LOCATION
Guests can track the
yacht’s position live through
YachtEye. YachtEye’s
3D model of the yacht
moves over the 3D map,
following the vessel’s
position in real-time.

Discover more about
your yacht with a
unique 3D interactive
exploded yacht view
and deck plan. Unlock
the yacht’s unique
features including the
cinema, beach club,
wellness centre, spa,
pool and much more.
View the interactive
safety plan and add the
3D engine room feature
to let guests explore the
yacht’s technical areas.

COMMUNICATION
Easily send messages from
crew to guests with the
central messenger feed. Keep
guests informed when the
anchor is being lifted, when
food is being served, or the
watersports equipment is all
set to go.

ITINERARY
This provides
easy access to the
itinerary of your
trip, alongside
information and
photos for each
location.

SAFETY
All safety information is
presented in one secure and
easily-accessible location.
The safety instructions,
videos and interactive
safety deck plan can also be
included within YachtEye.

TV & IPAD ACCESS

LIVE INFORMATION FEED The dashboard
provides all of the live data you might need for
your journey, including the vessel’s speed, the
air temperature, water depth, sea temperature,
sunrise and sunset times and the wind speed.

YACHT & CREW INFO Everything guests
need to know about the yacht and the crew
can be added into YachtEye, including crew
profiles, welcome information, deck plans
and all of the vessel’s unique features.

The YachtEye system is available as a TV channel and
can be accessed from an unlimited number of TVs on
board. For the ultimate high-tech experience, some
yachts have also installed a large touchscreen in the
saloon for all guests to use. In addition, the iPad web
app can also be installed on onboard iPads.

YachtEye: 10 Ways to
Improve Your Onboard
Guest Experience

I

f you are looking for an extraordinary experience, there is nothing quite
like staying on board a superyacht. Arrive at the vessel and feel instantly
at home, with the crew welcoming you, offering you a drink, taking care of
your luggage and guiding you through the yacht to your new accommodation.
Curious to discover more about your new home and the journey ahead,
you might refer to the printed guide often found in guest cabins, or pick the
crew’s brains for information about the upcoming trip, the various locations
you will be visiting, the planned activities, weather conditions and so on. Of
course, as safety measures are key to every superyacht trip, the crew will also
offer you a safety briefing prior to the beginning of your trip.
But what if you could get all of the information you need for your trip, and
so much more, instantly and at the push of a button? This is where YachtEye
comes in. Thanks to its combination of intuitive, innovative features and its

game-changing user-accessibility, the YachtEye system enriches the onboard
experience of superyacht guests, provides them with vital safety information
and saves crew valuable time on a busy trip.
As the premier guest information solution currently on the market,
YachtEye is already being used by more than 70 of the world’s largest yachts.
YachtEye can be used by and easily installed on all superyachts, whether it is a
new-build project or an operational yacht.
Earlier this year, YachtEye was bought by SuperYacht Times (SYT), in
line with SYT’s vision to become the foremost technology and data-driven
superyacht media and information company.
For any questions, please contact Peter Aarts (peter@superyachttimes.com)
or Merijn de Waard (merijn@superyachttimes.com)
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TENDERTRACKER
Keep tabs on your tenders
and toys. Ensure you know
when guests arrive back on
board from their adventures,
or where the kids have taken
the jetskis!

WEATHER
YachtEye offers live weather
updates for many different
locations as well as the option
to integrate specific apps for
watersports enthusiasts.

# nobiskrugsuperyachts
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A Summer in
New England
The region of New England in the USA is a perfect illustration
of ‘the great outdoors’. It is a big place with an even bigger
appetite that offers not only some of the world’s best seafood to
feast on, but enough natural wonders to satisfy anyone’s craving
for adventure. Outdoor scenery aside, New England is full of
American history and has a cutting-edge culture as a consequence.
BY LAURA ROSE NICHOLLS

mercedes mehling

/unsplash

W

hen cruising along New England’s 5,000 miles'
worth of Atlantic coastline on board a luxury
superyacht, guests can expect to spend their
days relaxing on deck admiring the boundless skyline, the
rolling rocky peaks of the Appalachian mountains and the
ever-changing foliage. With some of America's prettiest
inland lakes offset by cascading cliff faces, New Englanders
have many opportunities for fishing, swimming, surfing,
sailing and sunbathing and will soon become accustomed
to the fresh perfume sent down from the surrounding
evergreen pine and birch trees.
Someone who knows the New England area well is Captain
Jesse Clinton, who, speaking from Florida Keys in mid-April,
has already had a long stint on board the 46-metre Avalon
after taking the decision to protect the vessel and crew by
staying isolated during the global coronavirus pandemic.
Along with the rest of the world, the attention of those on
board Avalon was captured by the rise of COVID-19 and
vacation plans were affected. “The plan was to get home, but
we only made it halfway,” Jesse explains.
With nine full-time crew members on board, all of whom
make the 2009 Delta superyacht an extremely comfortable
boat to spend time upon, even in corona-isolation, the
team have had plenty of time to plan their summer quietly
cruising along the coastline of the USA’s northeasternmost
state. Here, Captain Clinton shares just a few of their
ideas for the trip and a sweet insight into what he knows
as a returning visitor to a small part of the world called
New England.

thierry dehove(2)
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KENNEBUNKPORT
Once collected by your crew and welcomed
aboard, start off by relaxing and making
the most of the ready-prepared champagne
lunch. Next, the chic and preppy seaside town
of Kennebunkport is a pleasure to meander
around, where you can dip into the local
stores and sample their local delicacies such as
cheese, syrup, beer and wine. Maybe a nearby
pancake house can lure you in for an afternoon
pick me up. If a sweet treat doesn’t cut it, try a
refreshing walk along one of Kennebunkport’s
beaches and see why the town has become a
popular vacation spot, or head off and find the
white-brick lighthouse, history museum and
rustic stone church with ocean views.

PORTLAND
After a good night's sleep, wake up to the
morning light uncovering Portland’s Old Port
and surrounding lighthouses. As a fun and
funky small city, Portland comes with a fine
hipster vibe with lots of great restaurants and
coffee shops. Spend the afternoon exploring
the excellent museums, galleries and green
spaces, stopping off mid-way for a taste of
some of Portland’s fine locally brewed beer.
When everyone has had their fill, arrange to
be collected and brought back to the yacht
for an evening hiding beside one of the small
islands off the coast of Portland. Watch the sun
go down with dinner on board followed by an
outdoor cinema screening under the stars.

BATH AND
BOOTHBAY HARBOR
Overnight, the 30 nautical mile journey north
ends in Bath, a city famous for its shipbuilding
and maritime history which can be admired
from the deck during a leisurely brunch.
Today is the ideal time to get a grasp of the
all-encompassing scenery that makes up New
England. The network of rivers will make
for an exciting cruise through jagged clifflined waterways with good chances of seeing
unusual wildlife along the way. Not too far back
out towards the North Atlantic is Boothbay
Harbor in Lincoln County, Maine which is a
working waterfront town with a rocky coastline,
charming village shops and lighthouses. Here,
you can hop off and take the footbridge across
the harbour to the town's east side for dinner
in one of the many large dockside seafood
restaurants - but not before using the last of the
afternoon light to go whale watching.

CAMDEN AND
PENOBSCOT BAY
Another 45 nautical miles along the line is
Camden, one of the prettiest sites in Maine.
Framed against the mountains of Camden Hills
State Park, Camden is best enjoyed on a scenic
cruise around Penobscot Bay up to the mouth
of the Penobscot River. Take note of the preppy
upscale nature of the community and the
contrasting Native American culture, as well as

the tangled forests on the surrounding
remote islands.
Like many places in New England, Camden
has a history of shipbuilding and was the place
where the six-masted schooner George W.
Wells was built in 1900, which set the world
record for the most masts on a sailing ship.
Come evening, you can kick back and relax on
the beach and make a campfire. For dinner, a
big New England clambake and lobster boil is
always a huge hit.

ACADIA NATIONAL
PARK AND BAR
HARBOR
Now is the time to enjoy getting lost in isolated
anchorages and taking part in some wonderful
daytime cruises. See bald eagles soaring overhead
as you meander through the inland waterways of
the Penobscot area until the Cadillac Mountain
range comes into view followed by the town of
Bar Harbor on Mount Desert Island. The views
along the way are worth any amount of time
spent on deck, drink in hand.
Jutting out into the water are the iconic 110fthigh pink-granite Otter Cliffs in Acadia National
Park, but don’t stop there. Go even further and
explore the National Park and its landscape
draped in woodland, rocky beaches and glacierscoured mountain peaks such as Mt. Cadillac,
the highest point on the United States’ East
Coast. Keep an eye out for moose, bear, whales
and seabirds along the way.
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ROQUE BLUFFS
AND BAR HARBOR

Not too far from Bar Harbor (as protests
to stay are almost guaranteed) lies Roque
Bluffs, a spot which should provide a
sighting or two of the local whale population.
Don’t forget your camera, as the impressive
stretch of beach and beautiful archipelago
make for a perfect shot. Have a few hours at
the beach or explore the five nearby hiking
trails. Head back towards Bar Harbor
along with many other yachts and lobster
boats to gaze at the stunning coastal beauty
one last time.

NOVA SCOTIA
The thrillingly rugged and wild Nova Scotia
comes with a new batch of towering red
cliffs, striped lighthouses and quirky fishing
towns. Take a trip to Peggy's Cove and the
UNESCO site Lunenburg, or go further
afield to the Annapolis Valley vineyards.
For a heavier dose of nature, the coastline
of Cape Breton, the Kejimkujik National
Park and the fascinating Bay of Fundy are
perfect options. New England is the kind
of place where, in the right weather, being
underway all day is a simple pleasure that it
is impossible to tire of.
Already a successful charter yacht with an
experienced and dedicated owner, Avalon
is listed with Ocean Independence both for
charter and for sale.
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REDUCED DELIVERY TIMES, INCREASED PLEASURE. CHOOSE FROM FOUR STREAMLINED PROFILES
WITH SLEEK CONTEMPORARY LINES. GOOD THINGS COME TO THOSE WHO DON’T WANT TO WAIT.
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